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LADY OF THE MONTH

The fine paint job the Huron is wearing
(see opposite page) resulted from a co-
operative effort that led the Huron to
address a message to seven other RCN
destroyer escorts and the mobile repair ship
Cape Scott;

“This ship seems to be a floating example
of co-operative effort—French bow, Jap-
anese bottom, everybody else’s paint, put
on by everybody else’s brushes, while every-
body else was at sea.”

The work was done at Ireland Island,
Bermuda, and on completion the Huron
steamed proudly past the Bonaventure and
saluted Vice-Admiral H, G. DeWolf, RCN
(Ret), who spent the winter in Bermuda.
Admiral DeWolf commented:

“I have known this ship for a long time.
I have never seen her look better.”

(The references above to the French bow
and Japanese bottom recall a collision
during NATO exercises in the,K “Med” and
a grounding during fog off Korea.)
(BN-3916)

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval! Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for

Books for the Sailor . .. .
Letters to the Editor ..........................cc.cc.......
The Navy Plays .............coccooiiiiiiiniiiiiinn.

Retirements ............cccooviiii i

Naval Lore Corner No. 92 ............ Inside Back Cover

on March 21. (HS-64583)

The Cover—Henry van Dyke once said that the first day of
spring isn’t necessarily the first spring day. This is borne out by
the scene on board HMCS Nootka, when she was hurrying back

to Halifax from exercises off Nova Scotia with an injured sailor

the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.
Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow: . .
4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. § .10
612 x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......,.. .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made tfo
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:
THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,
Ottawa, Ont,
Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed fo:
EDITOR,
The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont,

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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been modified to burn coal, and she
burned plenty of it., Everyone coaled
ship, the midshipmen worked and
sweated with the ship’s company, filling
coal bags. It was highly competitive
between ships, and we had a record of,
I believe, 300 tons an hour to maintain,
But life composed of PZ exercises and
coaling ship in apparently never ending
succession was not quite the thrilling
thing we had all expected; the fleet was
based in the chilly and wind-swept
haunts of the Orkneys, and there was
nothing to do ashore. Everyone volun-
teered for anything which could mean a
change—kite balloons, submarines; but
nothing at all continued to happen,
Then most of the fleet was moved to
Rosyth and rumour had it that a final
showdown with the High Sea Fleet was
imminent. But, alas, nothing happened
again, and finally Armistice Day arrived
on November 11, 1918, after a false start
two days before—in celebration of
which the gunroom had exhausted their
entire month’s wine bill—and the war

was over.

WOULD LIKE to record
only one more historic
event in which I took
part—the surrender of
the German High Seas
Fleet early in 1919, A
large armada consisting of 42 battle-
ships and battle cruisers, more than 35
cruisers and seven flotillas of destroyers
steamed forth into the North Sea in two
long lines to the rendezvous with the
German fleet, which appeared in a long
~straggling lme and-at a-given-time- “fell
in” between the British lines. The course
of the British fleet was reversed for
Rosyth. As the German fleet appeared
many anxious eyes were fixed on their
ships, but no signs of any belligerent
attempts were to be seen. Scarcely a
man was visible on the upper decks,
the ships looked dirty and in poor
repair, the guns were covered and
trained fore and aft.

All precautions were talken aboard our
ships, short of training the guns, and
the orderly procession steamed on
through the North Sea mists. Our Com-
mander-in-Chief, Lord Beatty, had
ordered a Thanksgiving service to be
held in all ships, but I could not help
but notice that no great enthusiasm was
displayed in our ship. It was rather an
occasion of iragedy.

As we steamed slowly into Rosyth
harbour at the dusk of the day a signal
flew from the flagship: “At sunset the
German Ensign will be hauled down. It
will not again be hoisted.”

One could scarcely forbear to be sad
at this ignominious end of a brave foe.
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An impressive and melancholy sight witnessed by Admiral Bidwell when he was serving in
the battleship Canada was the surrender of the German High Seas Fleet in 1919. This time-worn
document showing the disposition of the British, American and German warships has been in his

possession since that day.

When they sank themselves a few
months later in waters of captivity at
Scapa Flow, one received the news with
mixed feelings, They seemed in some
way to have made the only amends pos-

sible to them, and possible to their once
proud fleet.

(This is the first of four parts. Another
instalment will appear in an early issue)
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Officers’ Mess and the Canadian Forces
Hospital.

In the afternoon, after lunch on board
HMCS Terra Nova, he was shown
through the ship and then was whisked
away to Dalhousie University to sign
an affiliation agreement between the

University and the Canadian Armed

Forces Hospital. .
Later, after touring Halifax an
vigiting the Maritime Museum on' Cita-
del Hill and: other points of intérest,
he attended a reception at Government
House and then a mess dinner at
Stadacona. ' Lo

On Wednesday he was taken by heli-

copter to- HMCS Bonaventure at sea to
witness flying operations after which
he was flown to Shearwater for a tour
of the stdtion before emplaning for
Ottawa.

RCN Orators Make
Good Showing

Forty-seven aspiring orators com-
peted in this year’s Golden Gavel public
speaking competition in" Victoria and,
of this number, 23 were from the Branch
Officer Candidates’ Education Course in
Naden. »

The first round of the competition was

held “on March 13 and .the branch
officer - candidates competing = were:
CPO C, L. Bennett, PO R, C. Binder,
PO K. Bullock, PO A. D. Chaplin, CPO
V. D. During and PO 'R. W. Estes. The
first and second positions eluded the
naval contestants, but PO Estes placed
third.

The second round, March 15, was
entered by branch officer (_:andidates
CPO C. P. Gumbrill, CPO K. W. Hamil-
ton, PO H. P. Hinkel, CPO P. B. Hunter,
CPO E. B. Irwin and PO G. A. R. Irwin.
This was a successful night, naval con-
testants CPO Hunter, CPO Irwin taking
first and second places, respectively.

St. Patrick’s Day found the following
branch officer candidates competing in
the third round. PO W. J. McDermott,
CPO C. G. Morris, CPO D. A, Nairn,
CPO R. T. Passmore, CPO C. R. Pattison
and PO J. Plummer. Once again the
first place eluded the naval contestants,
but second place went to PO McDermott
and third place to CPO Morris.

The fourth and final elimination
round took place on March 20. Branch
officer candidates competing were: PO
F. Stafford, CPO D. G. Stevenson, PO
G. Waddell, CPO J. R. Whyte and PO
M. N. Wilson. This was yet another
successful night for the navy. PO Staf-
ford placed first and CPO Stevenson
placed second. .

The contestants who placed first and
second in the preliminary rounds went
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into the final of the competition, which
wds held on March 27. Of the eight
finalists, five were branch officer candi-
dates. These and the titles of their
speechs were: CPO Hunter, “They Shall
Not Pass”; CPO Irwin, “The Threshold
to Greatness”; PO Stafford, “The Trojan
Horse”; . CPO- Stevenson, . “Terror on

“‘Blades” and PO W. J. McDermott, “The
Man in the Grey Suit”.

The final night, although . not -pro-
ducing a navy Golden Gavel winner,

- saw second place go to CPO Hunter and

third place to CPO Irwin, ‘

At the completion of the contest the
Toastmaster of the' evening, Gordon
Williscroft, remarked on the fine quality
and high order of both the speaking
and the subjects that had been chosen.

The competition statistics, five final-
ists out of eight, and two of these five
taking second and third places, - prove
that the Silent Service can, when the
occasion - demands, prove - effectively
voluble. :

Promotion for
New A/CS (Air)

Lt.-Cdr. Robert C. MacLean, has been
appointed to the staff of the Flag Officer
Aflantic Coast as Assistant Chief of
Staff '(Air) and promoted ‘to the rank
of commander. ‘

Since November 1960 he had served
with the VU .32 naval air squadron

based at Shearwater, o o

Cubs, Scouts See
RCN Fire Hall

A group of cubs and scouts from the
City of Dartmouth visited the Halifax
Dockyard fire hall in late March, played
with hoses, slid down the pole, toured
the fire tug, went up the aerial ladder,
and jumped off the roof into rescue nets.

Forty cubs and eight scouts from the
8th Dartmouth Cub Pack and Scout
Group of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church. attended the special forenoon
demonstration. Their cubmaster, Lit.
Richard Dorken, Stadacona, arranged
the tour with Lt. D. A. A. Arnold,
Base Fire Chief. '

Fire Captain Roy Pickering gave the
lads quite a program. Along with the
fun, they learned quite a bit about
proper fire-fighting methods, for the
demonstration included extinguishing of
oil pan fires.

Lt. Dorken was accompanied on the
tour by his assistant Mrs, Ward Palmer,
a naval officer’s wife who is “Baloo”
to the cubs.

Background for
Course Provided

A new course in the RCN called “The
Weapon. Officers’ Pi‘eparatory Course”
is being given at HMCS Venture.

The object of the 22-week course
is 'to provide officers selected for the -
weapons course with an adequate back-
ground in mathematics and science.
The academic level ranges, approxi-

- mately, from senior matriculation to

third-year university.

The first course commenced March 6
and consisted of eight officers. The three
instructors responsible for conducting
this course. are all officers on the stafl
of Venture.

24 Petty Officers
Complete Course

In late March, 24 petty officers second
class left the Leadership: School and
proceeded to many points of the RCN
compass. Eight of them remained in
Cornwallis, seven radiomen to begin a
trade group three course in the Com-
munication ‘Division, and one boatswain
to join the staff of the Seamanship
School.

For a period of two weeks the Leader-
ship School was in the hands of
the painters and the. results are most
satisfactory. The colours are much
brighter than those used in the past.

On April 7 the school opened its doors
to No. 114 Chief .and Petty Officers
Course and No. 115 Petty Officers
Second Class Course which will spend
six weeks under instruction. Many

sporting events have been arranged and
it is expected that competition will be
keen. Both courses complete their train-
ing on May 22.



















by units of the Fifth Escort Squadron,
HMCS Bonaventure and HM Sub-
marines Aurochs and Auriga. This
demonstration was the active part of a
NATO ASW symposium and for it
several senior officers from various
NATO countries embarked in the Cana-
dian warships to observe Canadian
tactics.

On February 15, the Terra Nova,
Columbia and Chaudiere sailed from
Norfolk to Bermuda. On the 20th, the
Chaudiere, flying the flag of Rear-
Admiral Dyer, with the Terra Nova in
company, went alongside in Hamilton,
Bermuda. The next day Major-General
Sir Julian Gascoigne, the Governor of
Bermuda, called on Rear-Admiral Dyer.
He was met by a 20-man guard provided
by the Terra Nova and under the com-
mand of Lt. C. G. Freill. The Governor
commented on the smart turnout and
drill of the men as well as the appear-
ance of the ships.

On completion of two anti-submarine
exercises in which she took part, the
Terra Nova, Chaudiere and Bonaventure
sailed for their respective leave ports.

After six days of sunshine and paint-
ing a refurbished Terra Nova sailed to
rendezvous with the Bonaventure and
Chaudiere to begin their trip north,
arriving in Halifax March 17,

HMCS Nootka

On March 8, shortly after the Nootka
returned from Wintex 61, Commander
S. M. King assumed command of the
ship.

Commander King’s first voyage was
far from uneventful. During Exercise
Beagle One, a man sustained a hand
injury, and it was necessary to return
to Halifax.

The Nootkae encountered 50-knot
winds from the north which lashed the
ship with a salt'spray that quickly froze
in the 25-degree weather, By the time
she neared Halifax, it was estimated that
120-180 tons of ice had accumulated
aboard; a great deal of it being well up
on the bridge structure and the directors.

The ship developed a slight but un-
comfortable roll, and it was tricky work
to alter course.

The ship’s company was happy to
reach port and rid her of this unfamiliar
(to the Nootka) and dangerous material.

HMCS Cape Scoft .

The married officers and men on
board the Cape Scott, headquarters and
repair ship for the RCN winter exercise
forces, brought back to Halifax, and
their wives, a modification of a medal
which last year became a collectors’
item.
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At the end of the 1960 exercises in
Bermuda, Cape Scott personnel struck
a medal, “The Order of the Snow
Shovel”, for presentation to wives in
home port who had to cope with record
snowfalls while their husbands were
serving from mid-January to late March
in a far more benevolent clime.

This year a similar medal was cast
in aluminum, for those in the Cape
Scott who were not on board for the
1960 period. A brass medal was struck
for the repeaters on the winter exer-
cises in the Bermuda area. The medals
again recognized the manner in which
their wives coped with another hard
winter at home. :

Both types of medals were fitted with
ribbons of green (St. Patrick’s Day
falling the day after the ship returned
to Halifax) and white (for winter).

The medals were cast from scrap
metal and the nominal sum of 25 cents
was charged to cover the cost of ribbon.
Money left over will be donated to some
charitable organization. Last year, such
profits made a worthwhile contribution
to the Nova Scotia drive for World
Refugee Year.

880 Squadron

VS-880, Tracker anti-submarine
squadron at Shearwater, is understand-
ably proud of its 1960 activities, and
feels it was a most successful year.
During 1960 the squadron flew more
hours, participated in more A/S exer-
cises, had a higher serviceability rate
and a lower accident rate than in any
previous year.

VS-880 is composed of two detach-
ments, training and operational, and
between them they recorded 15,000
flying hours. This was accomplished by
adhering to a rigid program of crew
training during which A/S patrols and
exercises were conducted. Various fleet
commitments were met, instrument
flying, field carrier landing practice and
armament refamiliarization were carried
out. In addition, it assisted the RCAF
in Maritime patrol and reconnaissance
sorties for a total of 3,900 hours.

In one of the several A/S exercises,
Seahawk One, held in April 1960, the
squadron maintained three aircraft air-
borne on continuous day and night
patrols for the ten days of the exercise.
During this month they had a combined
serviceability rate of 85.5 per cent and
amassed 1,700 flying hours, the highest
monthly total ever recorded in the RCN,

Also in April 1960, the sea detach-
ment, embarked in the Bonaventure,
flew over 1,000 hours, a record for a
12-plane detachment. On at least three

occasions the whole squadron was
launched. In addition, throughout the
year, the sea detachment logged 1,477
day and 3874 night landings, accident
free.

Later in the year the two operations
departments of 880 provided continuous
day and night patrols for Exercise
Seven-Sixty, flying 104 sorties for 453
hours by the sea detachment and 388
hours by the training detachment before
bad weather forced the exercise to be
cancelled.

NAVAL DIVISIONS
HMCS Chippawa

Chosen as the best all round Univer-
sity Naval Training Division cadet in
HMCS Chippewa, Winnipeg naval di-
vision, was Cadet Captain Douglas C.
Rowland, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. L.
Rowland, of 504 Greene Avenue, East
Kildonan.

Cadet Rowland is graduating this
year with a Bachelor of Arts degree
from St. John’s College.

He was presented with the Naval
Officers’ Association trophy by B. L.
Marrin, president of the Winnipag
branch of the NOA.

HMCS York

Three years’ hard work ended in
March for eight cadets of the University
of Toronto UNTD when they received
their graduation scrolls,

Ontario’s Lieutenant-Governor Keiller
Mackay presented the scrolls in the drill
deck of HMCS York where the cadets
had drilled weekly for the past three
years. The graduates are D. ¥. Bouse-
fleld, P. S. Canham, A. K. Copping,
T. W. Coulston, H. Foell, J. C. George,
D. P. Jackson and G. C. Wright.

HMCS Montcalm

The Quebec naval division was in
festive mood from January 28 to
February 14 during the annual Quebec
Winter Carnival.

This year Montcalm made an ice
monument near the main entrance to
divisional headquarters. Construction
was under the guidance of CPO E.
Levesque, who was assisted by members
of the division. Beholders considered it
a masterpiece and a credit to Montcalm.

Members of the division did not
neglect preparations for the end of the
training year examinations and are en-
thusiastic about the prospect of summer
training.












LETTERS

Dear Sir:

L.W.T., in his enjoyable and nostalgic
article “The Last Midshipman,” in the
February, 1961, issue of The Crowsnest,
says, in paragraph eight: “This appela-
tion came from the uniform he was
given in 1748, that of warrant officer
with three buttons placed horizontally
on the sleeve. It was alleged the buttons
were there to make it difficult for him
to use his sleeve for a handkerchief.”

Actually, except that it was some
time during the XVIII Century, it is
not known when or why the sobriquet
“Snotty” came into use. And, in spite
of the story, sometimes attributed to
Lord Nelson when a captain, who
ordered the boatswain “sew three
buttons on these little snotters’ sleeves,”
the three buttons obviously had nothing
to do with it.

The uniform given to midshipmen in
1748 was not that of a warrant officer,
nor were the sleeve buttons placed
horizontally! The original uniforms
were prescribed for flag-officers, cap-
tains (of over and below three years’
seniority), masters - and - commanders,
lieutenants and midshipmen. The three
sleeve buttons on the full dress uniform
were placed horizontally for all ranks
of commissioned officer, and, on the
frock uniform, horizontally for flag-
officers and lieutenants, and vertically,
on a slash, for captains and masters-
and-commanders. Midshipmen had only
one uniform and the three buttons were
placed, as for captains, etc., vertically
on a slash; they continued to be so worn
until 17 November, 1787, when they
were ordered to- be worn horizontally
on a round cuff. Warrant officers were
not given a uniform until the latter
date!

In paragraph twenty-five, L.W.T.
says: ‘“Midshipmen’s clothing under-
went many changes through the years,
although his uniform only extends to
the mid-1700s when he was ordered to
wear the uniform of the warrant. He
had a stand-up collar with white facing
and it is from this facing turning out-
ward that the white patch comes.” He
thus repeats the “warrant” error. The
collar on the original midshipman’s coat
did not stand up. It lay down and was
covered with white velvet., It had a
plain buttonhole in the left end and a
plain button on the underside of the
right end so that, in cold weather, it
could be turned up and buttoned across
from left to right, appearing then as a
blue standing collar.

There is a specimen of the midship-
man’s original coat in the National
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Maritime Museum at Greenwich, Eng-
land. In the Museum of the Royal
United Service Institute in London,
there is an original full dress coat and
a frock of a lieutenant. I have both
seen and handled these uniforms.

L.W.T. states, in paragraph twenty-
six: “It is not known when he was
first issued a sword, but in later years
when the old midshipman began to give
way to the young gentleman, it was
found the sword was too long for him
to handle and he was required to pro-
vide himself with a dirk.” This is
completely misleading. Although a cer-
tain uniformity in officers’ swords may
have automatically developed, there was
no regulation pattern until 4 August,
1805, when officers were ordered to
wear “‘the ornamental sword by Ad-
mirald. Captain & Commanders & the
plain sword by Lieutenants & WMid-
shipmen.”

Official concern over the inconvenient
length of the sword for midshipmen was
not evinced until 1 January, 1825, when
the Regulations prescribed for midship-
men: “Swords.—Of the same pattern as
Masters, but of such length as may be
convenient.” Further, on 14 January of
the same year, Commanders-in-Chief

were instructed to “observe that the
Young Gentlemen are to wear Swords
of such proportionate lengths as they
may think proper, but that the use of
Dirks and weapons of that description
is discontinued.” Dirks of various pat-
terns had been worn unofficially as a
matter of convenience for many years
previously, not only by midshipmen but
by other officers as well; in fact there is
a portrait in the National Maritime
Museum of Vice~-Admiral George Darby
in undress uniform which shows him
wearing a dirk! This portrait is by
George Romney and was commenced in
1783 and probably finished in 1786.

The first official mention that a dirk
WAS to be worn is contained in the
Regulations of 19 June, 1827, “when:
“Masters, Mates, Masters’-Assistants,
and Midshipmen, are to wear a sword
of the above pattern, and Volunteers of
both classes are to wear dirks only.”
It was not until 1856, by the Regulations
of 11 April, that midshipmen were
finally ordered to wear the dirk! Inci-
dentally, swords were not an “issue.”

Yours very truly,
D. R. OVERALL-HATSWELL
Sometime Midshipman,
Royal Navy.

“Rancho de Looma,”
4695 White Oak Avenue,
Encino, California.

ABOUT HMS IROQUOIS

Dear Sir:

The interesting article about the
badge of HMS Iroquois in the February
Crowsnest prompted me to look through
some old issues of the British “Navy
List” and of Jane’s Fighting Ships. In
the 1919 edition of the latter I find her
listed by name, not by “Q” number, as
one of the “24” Class of minesweepers.
This was one of several classes of
double-ended craft (it was very difficult
to tell which way they were going, espe-
cially when observing through a peri-
scope), they were 24 in number and
were named after Derby winners. Other
names ~were Cicero, Flying Fox, Sir
Bevis, Ormonde, Silvio and Merry
Hampton. They were sometimes called
the “Race-horse” Class but Jane’s
preferred “24” Class to avoid confusion
with the Racecourse Class of paddle
minesweepers: HM Ships Epsom, Good-
wood, Ascot etc,

The 1923 issue lists the Iroquois as
having been converted for surveying
service, That for 1934 shows the Iro-
quois, Ormonde and Herald (ex-Merry
Hampton) in the RN and the Moresby
(ex-Silvio) in the RAN, all as surveying
ships. Successive issues of the Navy
List shows the Iroquois as “Commis-
sioned at Devonport on 30th November
19227, “Recommissioned at Hong Kong,
10th June 1925”7, “Recommissioned at
Hong Kong on 5th March 1928” and
finally that she was paid off and laid up
at Portsmouth on 26th January 1932.
The issue for May 1936 is the first to
omit her name. British Warship Names,
by Manning and Walker, states that she
was sold in 1937.

How her badge got to Londonderry
is still a mystery, but it seems possible
that it was “rabbitted” when the ship
paid off or when she was broken up
(which may have been at Derry) and
later presented to the canteen where
the Sea Cadets found it.

E. C. RUSSELL.
Office of the Naval Historian,

Naval Headquarters.
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