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The Cover—The search, at the beginning of a new year, for a
picture that would express the Royal Canadian Navy’s sense of
purpose, urgency and progress stopped with the one on the cover.
It shows one of Canada’s newest warships, the destroyer Margaree,
which early in 1958 sailed on a training cruise to the Far East with

others of her kind. (DNS-19227)

LADY OF THE MONTH

A ship that first put out to sea for her
trials with only a hull number as a name
in 1943 and was later commissioned as
HMCS Swansea is back at sea with a new
lease of life, well earned by her past record,

The Swansea has always had the knack
of settling herself down in the froni seat
of the show. She had the enviable record
of taking part in three U-boat kills (there
was no doubt about any of them) during
the Second World War; she was helping to
watch western entrance to the Channel dur-
ing D-day operations, but she didn’t quite
make it when she was fitted with air con-
ditioning for the war in the Pacific. The
fighting ended too soon.

In peacetime, she ventured north on the
RCN’s first Arctic cruise, she was chosen
to take part in the Coronation Cruise and
the Spithead Review and she had a busy
time of it during NATO’s Exercise Mariner.

The 'second-oldest Canadian-built frigate,
the Swansea, found her future temporarily
in doubt when she paid off late in 1953.
On the opposite page she can be seen back
in her familiar North Atlantic, a fully-
modernized Prestonian class frigate, ready
for further years of service. (HS-51034)
ettt et e ettt

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowshest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10
6't x 84 glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......,.. .50

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver Géheral of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’'S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery, :

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
“The Crowsnest”
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont,

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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cers’ iraining establishment at Esqui-
malt, B.,C. She was accompanied by
i{wo frigates of 4he Fourth Canadian
Escort Squadron, HMC Ships Sussex-
vale and Ste. Therese, which joined her
in San Diego. Two other ships of the
Fourth Squadron, the Stettler and An-
tigonish, sailed north for anti-subma-
rine exercises with the U.S. Navy in
Alaskan waters,

After two weeks in port, the Ontario
is scheduled to sail on February 24 on
a two-month cruise for nearly 50 sec-
ond-year Venture cadets, The voyage
will take the Omntario to the Hawaiian
and TFiji Islands, New Zealand and Aus-
tralia, The Ontario is scheduled to re-
turn 1o her Esquirnalt base on May 5,

Closer {o home, the Esquimalt-based
coastal minesweepers Fortune, James
Bay, Miramichi and Cowichan of the
Second Canadian Minesweeping Squad-
ron began a series of minesweeping ex-
ercises in nearby Canadian and U.S,
waters.

Future Role of
RCN(R) Ouilined

A reference to defence requirements
as they affect the future role of the
RCN(R) was made by the Hon, G. R,
Pearkes, Minister of National Defence,
when he made his statement on de~
fence policy in the House of Commons
on December 5, 1957.

After speaking of the regular forces
and outlining future policy, Mr. Pearkes
said: “Qur reliance on forces in being,
to which I have already referred, will
of necessity require some changes in
the role of our reserve forces.

“The role of the naval reserve will
remain the reinforcement of the fleet
in being in time of emergency. Re-
serve personnel will also replace regu-
lar personnel ashore and Wwill be re-
quired to bring our ships up to war
complement, Steps are being taken to
ensure that the members of the Royal
Canadian Navy (Reserve) will be im-~
mediately available and adequately
trained for these duties.

“This rationalization will result in
some reduction in present strength, be-
cause we are placing emphasis on qual-
ity rather than guantity.”

The Minister had previously said that
military advisers were of the present
opinion that a third world war would
commence with a sudden {ferocious
thermonuclear attack at great intensity
from several directions, by various
means.

“There will not be time for mobiliza-
tion or reinforcement because of the
conditions expected to prevail in the
first few days of a nuclear war,

“Our dependence on forces in being
therefore must be adhered to, and that

is why we must continue to give top’

priority to our regular navy, army and
air force, Only if we survive that ini-
tial stage of hostilities will it be pos~
gsible to carry out additional military
activilies and, if necessary, raise and
train additional forces,” he added,

New Newspaper
For Cornwallis

HMCS Cornwallis is the latest naval
community to acquire its own weekly
newspaper, which began publication at
the turn of the year as the “Cornwallis
Ensign”, ’

Judging from the early issues, there
is litile likelihood of the Ensign lacking
for news, for its columns give visible
evidence that Cornwallis is one of ‘the
busiest spots in the Navy,

In its prospectus, the Ensign gave its
initial circulation as 1,200 and pointed
out that the newspaper would serve a
naval population of about 1,600, with
350 naval families, and a civilian popu-
lation-of 500,

The Ensigh is a welcome addition to
the growing list of naval community
newspapers and deserves a long and
successful career, '

Fire Victims
Aided by Ontario

Financial assistance to people left
homeless in a recent disastrous fire in
Panama City was given by the ship’s
company of the
cruiser Ontario during a visit to the
Panama Canal Zone.

The Ontario, carrying oul a training
cruise for first-year Veniure cadets was
in Balboa, at the western end of the
Canal, when fire struck adjacent Pan-
ama City. Approximately 2,200 Pana-
manians and British West Indians were
left homeless.

Ontario personnel donated $500 from
iheir pay to the British Aid Association
to assist in the rehabilitation of the un-
fortunates.

Acknowledging the donation, the
British Ambassador to Panama sent the
following message to the Ontario’s com-
manding officer, Captain J, C. Littler:

“British Aid Association, Panama,
asked me to convey to you, your offi~
cers and ship’s company of Ontario
warmest thanks. for generous donation
to fire victims.

“British West Indian community es-
pecially appreciative,”

During their four-day stay in Bal-
boa, the Ontario’s officers, cadets and

Canadian training

men took full advanfage of special {ours
arranged by the U,S. Navy to see the
major points of interest in the Canal
Zone and the Republic of Panama,

The cruiser’s stay coincided with the
arrival of the homeward-bound flag-
ship of the Pacific Steam Navigation
Company, of Liverpool, England. The
ship is the new stabilized and air-con-
ditioned Reina Del Mar. Cadets and
their accompanying officers were guests
of the Reina Del Mar’s capiain for a
trip on board through the Panama
Canal,

Frigate Modernizing
Program Completed

The program of modernizing 21 Royal
Canadian Navy frigates was complecled
with the commissioning of HMCS New
Waterford, on January 31 under the
command of Lt,-Cdr. Walter S. Blandy.

In the modernization of the New
Waterford as with the other 20 the
original bridge structure was completely
removed and rebuilt in aluminum, pro-
viding space for an operations room and
action control radar rooms,

The forecastle deck has been extended
to the stern, providing space for a gal-
ley, messing for the ship’s company, an
anti - submarine mortar position and
mortar bomb magazines, a laundry and
storerooms. Bunks and new kit lockers
have been fitted throughout and all-
metal furniture installed.

Principal armament consists of two
triple-barrelled anti-submarine mortars.
Guns include a {win four-inch mount-
ing forward and six 40mm Bofors. Ma-
chinery is of the triple expansion type
with two shafts and {two Admirally
three-drum type boilers. Speed is in
the vicinity of 20 knots. She is 301
feet long. Her displacement is 2,360
tons full load.

"The New Waterford’s conversion was
carried out by Yarrows Ltd., Esquimalt,
the same shipyard that built her.
Named after the coal mining town of
New Waterford, on Cape Breton Island,
the frigate was launched on July 3,
1943, and first commissioned January
21, 1944,

Guest of honour at the commissioning
was Cdr. A. C. Wurtele, RCN (Ret'd),
Reeve of Esquimalt.

Capt. (E) Erik Revfem, RCN Princi-
pal Naval Overseer for the West Coast,
accepted the ship from Yarrows Ltd.,
onn behalf of Naval Headquarters. H.
A. Wallace, vice-president and Director
of Yarrows spoke on behalf of his firm.
The religious portion of the commission-
ing ceremony was conducted by Chap-
lain (P) I. R. Edwards, and Chaplain
(RC) J., P. Farrell, -
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EW NATIONS know more about
F seapower than the English and
they gained their knowledge by bitter
experience. The first lesson was that

sea power must be carefully cultivated, .

and this lesson has been repeated many
times in that “rough island’s story”.
The Saxons and other Germanic peo-
ples who moved into England in the
sixth century must have been seamen
or they could not have done it, but
they settled down and became farmers
letting their ships and skills rot. In
the ninth century the Danes, a nation
of sailors, started their long invasion
of England which is recorded in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicles.

The most effective resistance was put
up by the Kingdom of Wessex, the
largest of the Saxon states, under three
successive kings: Aethelred (not the
Unready, he came later), Alfred the
Great and Edward the Elder. They
suffered as land powers always do when
opposing a sea power: They were har-
ried by an enemy far more mobile than
themselves. Alfred, who was no mean
strategist, knew that ships were re-
quired and he had them built. Suffi-
cient skilled seamen were not available
in Wessex so he engaged Frisians —
probably mostly officers and senior rat-
ings — to train the English landsmen.

Unfortunately the chronicles were
written by monks who were, of course,
landlubbers to a man and who did not
know how to describe a ship. They
give the size in the standard measure-
ment of the days, the number of oars:

“Some had 60 oars, some more.”

The information about design, how-
ever, is just sufficient to be one of the
most tantalizing puzzles in naval his-
tory: “They were not shaped in the
Frisian or in the Danish fashion, but
in the way that seemed most useful to
him”—that is to King Alfred. Skilled
shipwrights he must have had or the
ships would not have been seaworthy
and it would have taken more than a
king’s whim to persuade a Saxon mas-
ter craftsman to make a ship of an un-
conventional pattern for such serious
business as war. So Alfred would need
to have good arguments in favour of
his design—besides he was not the man
to operate by whim.

One theory is that, as the king was
a learned man who spent much time
and energy on the translation of text
books from the Latin for the education
of his people, he adapted the Roman
galley to his needs. However, from
Salamis to Lepanto the main weapon
of the Mediterranean galley was the
ram, and the ram is not mentioned in
connection with ships of northern Europe

Page four

ENGLAND'S
FIRST
SEA WAR

until the nineteenth century when it
was steam-powered. Besides, if Al-
fred’s ships had been ram bowed it
would surely have left a trace in ship
design, if not in chronicle,

It must be assumed then that his idea
was an improvement on the conven-
tional ship of the time, which was
the great-granddaddy of our five-oared
whaler. It was probably something a
seaman could have described in two
words, but a monk could not, and it
may still be in use, but we have no
idea what it is.

In the battle off the Isle of Wight,
which is recorded in the chronicles, the
Danes came off much better than they
should have. They were caught, with
the six ships beached and half their
men ashore, by nine of HWSM Ships
(His West Saxon Majesty’s). Neither
side showed any knowledge of naval
tactics. Probably the Danes regarded
their position as hopeless and decided
that they might as well go to Valhalla
in style, so they launched three ships
with the men at hand and went for the
big English bald-headed. Five wounded
Danes in one ship survived and got
away. Then the Wessex ships went in
after the remaining Danes, and here
their poor seamanship shows up, for
they all went aground. Three of the
English ships now became a fort be-
seiged by the Danes while the other
six English seem to have been cut off
from the fight. The size of the king’s
ships now told against them because the
tide floated the Danish craft first en-
abling them to escape.

A word about the chronicles: It seems
that early in King Alfred’s reign, or
perhaps before that, some authority de-
cided that certain of the more import-
ant monasteries should keep a diary for
the nation and write down great events
as they happened. It is hard to deter-
mine when this was, because to start
the story off properly the chroniclers
went to the Bible and classical history
books and began with the creation of
the world. As they came down towards
their own time the entries become more
detailed and closer home to England,
but this is a gradual process so it is im-
possible to determine exactly the date
when they were started. When they
get well into Alfred’s reign, however,
it is clear that they are recording his-
tory as it happens.

Here is the story of the sea fight
as the chronicler set it down:

“879 — This year the Danish armies
from Northumbria and East Anglia har-
ried the lands of the West Saxons along
the south coast grievously with raiding
parties using chiefly the ships which
they had built many years before. Then
King Alfred ordered ships to be built
against them; they were almost twice
as long as the other, some had 60 oars,
some more. They were both faster and
steadier as well as having a higher free-
board than the others. They were not
shaped in the Frisian or in the Danish
fashion, but in the way that seemed
most useful to him.

“Then at a certain time that year six
ships came to Wight and did great harm
there as well as in Devon and elsewhere
along the sea coast. The king ordered
nine of the new ships to sail, and they
blocked the river mouth, cutting the
Danes off from the open sea. Then
three ships came out against them and
three lay beached higher up the river,
their men having gone ashore. They
captured two of the ships as they came
out and killed the men, but the third
escaped though all her men were killed
but five, The English ships came to
where the others lay but then, unfor-
tunately, they ran aground three be-
tween the Danish ships and the open
sea and six on the other side of the
Danes so that their men could not come
to the others. When the water had
ebbed many furlongs from the ships
the Danes went from their three ships
to the other three that had been
stranded, and they fought there. Then
were slain Lucumon the King’s Reeve,
Wulheard the Frisian, Aebbe the ¥ris-
ian, Aethelhere the Frisian and Aethel-
ferth, the King’s Companion, besides
62 Frisians and English and 120 Danes.

“Then the tide came up to the Danish
ships before the Christians could shove
off, and so they rowed away. They
were so exhausted that they could not
row clear of the Sussex coast, and the
sea ‘cast them ashore there. They were
taken to the king at Winchester and he
ordered them to be hanged. And the
men who came to East Anglia in the
one ship that escaped were grievously
wounded.”

And here is Alfred’s obituary:

“901. 'This year died Alfred the son
of Aethelwulf six days before All Hal-
lowmass. He was king of all England
except for the part ruled by the Danes
and he held the kingdom one and a half
years less than 30 winters, Then Ed-
ward his son assumed the power,’—
Ph. Ch.





















HALF-YEARLY PROMOTIONS LIST

The names of 25 officers are con-
tained in the half-yearly promotions
list of the Royal Canadian Navy. The
regular force is represented by 19 mem-~
bers and the Royal Canadian Navy (Re-
serve) by six. The list follows:

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY

To be Captain (1)

Commander Frederick Charsley Frew-
er, joint secretary and executive as-
sistant to the chairman of the Canadian
Joint Staftf (Washington),

To be Commander (7)

Lt.-Cdr. Christopher G. Smith, at~
tending RCAF Staff College, Toronto.

Acting Commander John Husher, of-
ficer~in-charge, Gunnery School, Stada-
cona,.

Li.-Cdr. Harry Shorten, Deputy Di-
rector of Naval Communications, Naval
Headquarters,

Lt.-Cdr. Philip John Pratley, com-
manding officer, Ste. Therese (frigate).

Li,~Cdr. Joseph Morrison Paul, offi-
cer-in-charge of the Leadership School,
Cornwallis.

Li.-Cdr. Peter Cushing Berry, opera-
tions officer, Bonaventure.

Li.~-Cdr. Harold Richard Tilley, Staff
Officer (Navigation Direction) on the
staff of the Flag Officer Atlantic Coast,
Halifax.

To be Captain (E) (1)
Acting Captain (E) Erik Revfem,
Principal Naval Overseer, West Coast,

To be Commander (E) (3)

Lt,-Cdr. (E) Rolfe G. Monteith, on
the staff of the Engineer-in-Chief, Naval
Headquarters.

Acting Commander (E) Edgar Fred-
erick Williams, Principal Naval Over-
seer, Toronto Area,

Lt.~Cdr. (E) Hans Otto Arnsdorf,
Headquarters Supreme Allied Com-
mander Atlantie, Norfolk, Va,

To be Commander (L) (1)

Lt.-Cdr. (L) Melvin Thomas Gard-
ner, on the staff of the Electrical En-
gineer-in-Chief, Naval Headquarters, of
Ottawa and Vancouver.

To be Chaplain Class IV (RC) (1)
Chaplain Class III (RC) Louis Albert
Dougan, Bonaventure.

To be Instructor Captain (1)

Acting Instrucltor Captain James
Dunbar Armstrong, Director of Naval
Education, Naval Headquarters.

To be Ordnance Captain (1)

Acting Ordnance Captain Roy Victor
Henning, Principal Naval Overseer East
Coast.

To be Ordnance Commander (2)

Ordnance Lt.-Cdr. William Onysko,
on the staff of the Director General of
Naval Ordnance, Naval Headquarters.

‘repeated to the Flag Officer Atlantic
Coast and Naval Headquarters, Ottawa,
said:

“The splendid co-operation rendered
by your facility during 1957 operations
was the primary factor for the vastly
improved speed and reliability of Arc-
tic communications over previous years.
Pass to all operators a since ‘well
done.””

In addition to Lt. Clark, the naval
communications team consisted of PO
Howard J. Oja, Ldg. Sea. Glen A.
Fraser, Ldg. Sea. Robert A. McDonald,
Ldg. Sea. Dennis L. Craigie, Ldg. Sea.
Garry W. Buchan, Ldg. Sea. Leonard G.
Ashcroft, L.dg. Sea. Kenneth S. West-
wod, Ldg. Sea. Robert A. Cadman and
Ldg. Sea. Olis E. Wulowka.

Mental Health
Post for Admiral

Vice-Admiral E. R. Mainguy, former
Chief of the Naval Staff, has become
executive director of the Ontario
Division of the Canadian Mental Health
Association; with offices in Toronto.

Ordnance Lt.-Cdr. Gordon Dean
Spergel, on the staff of the Director
General of Naval Ordnance, Naval
Headquarters,

To be Lieutenant-Commander (W) (1)

Lieutenant (W) Winnifred Grace
Lyons, Staff Officer Wrens to the Flag
Officer Naval Divisions, Hamilton.

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
(RESERVE)

To be Captain (1)

Acting Captain Liston Burns Mcll-
hagga, commanding officer, HMCS Chip-
pawa, Winnipeg,

To be Commander (2)

Acting Commander Wilfred Tudor
Houghton, executive officer, HMCS
York, Toronto.

Acting Commander George K. Why-
not, commanding officer, HMCS Tecum-
seh, Calgary.

To be Commander (S) (2)

Acting Commander (8) Frederick
John Edwards, HMCS Star, Hamilton.

Acting Commander (S) Stafford Ar-
thur Greig, HMCS Queen, Regina,
To be Commander (SB) (1)

Li-Cdr. (SB) William James Her-
bert, HMCS Discovery, Vancouver.

.

The appointment was announced re-
cently by Professor Charles E. Hendry,
chairman of the board of the division.

Admiral Mainguy who retired in 1956,
served for 38 years in the Navy, the
last four as Chief of the Naval Staff at
Naval Headquarters.

Veterans Elect
1958 Executive

The Hamilton Naval Veteran’s Asso-
ciation, Hamilton, Ont,, an affiiliate of
the Canadian Naval Association, re-
cently elected the 1958 executive,

The new executive includes: William
Shade, president; Syd Piner, vice-presi-
dent; George R. Winn, Secretary; Jim
Senior, treasurer; Al Houlihan, recrea-
tion secretary; Andy Fisher, Cy Mayman
and Victor Smith, executive; Earl Kay,
entertainment; W. Cline, publicity; W.
Hastie and B. Worden, auditors, and
William Wright, Master-at-Arms,

Mr. Shade, the president is also the
Associations’ delegate to the Canadian
Naval Association.

.

‘Centennial Baby’
In Navy Family

A new-born baby is always news; the
first baby of a new year rates front
pages, but when the “bundle from
heaven” is the first baby born during a
Centennial year then there are sure to
be headlines.

Such was the case for the nine pound
10 ounce daughter of Petty Officer
William Plant, of HMCS Margaree, and
Mrs., Plant. The infant, a sister for
Diane, 10; Linda, seven, and Billy, three,
was Victoria’s first B.C. Centennial baby
and as such received numerous gifts
from the city merchants,

$250 Prize in
Essay Contest

A prize of $250 is offered by the
RCAF Staff College Journal, annual
publication, for the  best unsolicited
essay, not exceeding 5,000 words,. likely
to stimulate thought on military and,
in particular, air force matters. Any
member or former member of the Can-
adian armed forces or the civil service
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program that started with the commis-
sioning card and lasted ’till the ship’s
arrival in Esquimalt. This was a new
ship and there was much to do and
learn. On November 1, with trials and
logistics completed, the Margaree bowed
low to Halifax Shipyards who built her,
to Flag Officer Atlantic Coast who
helped her commission, and then turned
her head to the south.

The trip around was a fast one, with
Havana, Balboa, and San Diego becom-
ing fuelling stations rather than ports
of call. The squadron was beckoning
to us, leave period was in the offing,
the sun was shining on pusser’s corner,
and Christmas was nearly upon us. On
November 24, Esquimalt, basking in
Beautiful West Coast weather, opened
her arms to the Margaree. The home-
comers could even see the next of kin
on the jetty through the rain, which
had eased to a slight drizzle in honour
of the-occasion.

During the Christmas season, the ship
nestled alongside for the leave period,
with those left on board exchanging in-
formation and borrowing experience.
By the time January 16—departure date
for Her cruise to the Orient—rolled
around, the Margaree was truly set-
tled into the West Coast organization.—
W.BW.

RADIO STATIONS
HMCS Gloucester

(Communications School)

Christmas day at HMCS Gloucester
had Dr. E. G. B. Foote, Protestant Chap-
lain of the Fleet, conducting chapel ser-
vice and also helping the officers, chief
and petty officers to give the men their
traditional dinner.

Captain for the day was Ord. Sea.
Ivan Randolph Tilley, 18, who made
a very convincing commanding officer
“running” a leading hand with an un-
tidy locker and nailing sundry other
miscreants during his brief moment of
power. Cdr. (SB) D. S. K. Blackmore,
the real commanding officer of Glou-
cester and Senior Officer Supplementary

Radio Stations, donned a sailor’s rig

and acted . as boatswain’s mate for
the Christmas captain’s rounds. Cdr.
Blackmore entered the Navy in 1928
as a boy seaman. '

A newly-organized children’s choir
sang at the. Christmas service and on
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the Sundays before and after. There
were 162 children at the Christmas
party December 21. They were feted
with movies, refreshments, a sing-song
and Santa (PO Ian Barran, school
PTI plus pillow) gave out individual
gifts. The event was organized by CPO
Garth Blakeney, the chief cook, and
CPO Barron.

The pair had also combined to ar-
range the annual Christmas Ball in
Landsdowne Hall December 13, at-
tended by 300. “Glo” cooks, under
Chief Blakeney, whipped together a fine
buffet for the gala function.

A Yuletide donation of $256 went from
the communications school personnel to
a Protestant and a Catholic orphanage
in Ottawa.

NAVAL DIVISIONS

Thirty-six Naval reservists from eight
western divisions, Malahat, Discovery,
Nonsuch, Tecumseh, Queen, Unicorn,
Chippawa and Griffon, and 26 sea ca-
dets are embarked in ships of the Sec-
ond Canadian Escort Squadron, now on
a training cruise from Esquimalt to the
Orient and the Far East.

During the cruise the reserve per-
sonnel and the sea cadets will partici-
pate in the exercises and drills as well
as assist in the normal ship’s routines.

LETTER TO EDITOR

Sir:

First let me say that we enjoy The
Crowsnest very much, but would like
to see more articles on Wrens and also
on the squadrons at Shearwater.

Why not write articles on the squad-
rons who never go to sea, for example
VX-10, VE-32, etc? After all, the men
connected with these squadrons do just
as important jobs as the ones who serve
on board the “Bonnie”.

As for the Wrens, how have they
succeeded since they joined the “active”
part of the Navy in ’55?

Keep up the interesting articles.
Yours truly,
(Mrs.) H. WALKER.

108 Thistle St.,
Dartmouth, N.S.

Articles such as mentioned above are
always welcome, Any takers?—Editor.










It Was Just A Little Earthquake

RCN Lends Hand in Conducting Seismic Tests

Time: Mid-December 1957.

Place: On board the Navy’s ocean-
going tug CNAV St, Anthony.

Destination: Bentinclk Arm,

Mission: Detonation of 3,000 pounds
of TNT,

O SAY the least, it was an un-
T usual operation. It was some-
thing entirely new for everyone on
board—for Capt. Arthur J. Proudfoot
and his crew of six officers and ten
men, and for the “passengers” of that
voyage, They were Jim Roger and Bill
McVay of the Seaward Defence Base;
Dan Francis, representing the Dominion
Astrophysical Observatory; and Lt, Ken
Blackburn, RCN, explosives and demo-
lition expert.

It was a unique assignment, too, for
a naval officer and accompanying naval
photographer who had undertaken to
cover the operation for radio and tele-
vision.

On the quarterdeck rested a some-~
what unusual cargo . .. ten naval depth
charges, all bound together with welded
steel plating and stainless steel strap-
ping. Each charge weighed 300 pounds,
and together they formed a potent
bundle of one and a half tons of TNT.
So firmly were they lashed down that
one of the crew members cheerfully
remarked they probably wouldn’t move
an inch even if they exploded.

To those not familiar with the in-
tricate workings of depth charges, Lt.
Blackburn gave the assurance that
without their primers and detonators
the charges were as safe as a coal
heap. Nonetheless, a healthy and non-
naval respect was shown by all who
ventured near that compact heap of
powerful explosives, No one smoked
near them. No one even walked heav-
ily by them. They seemed to emit a
silent message: Stay away.

This assignment carried out by the
Navy was just part of a significant
scientific venture, It was to serve as
a preliminary to something bigger . . .
the blast removal, this spring, of the
jagged peaks of Ripple Rock, an ex-
treme menace to navigation at the
southern entrance to Seymour Narrows.

Scientists hope for an important
“sideline”. accomplishment as a result
of the Ripple Rock blast. Related to
that explosion of the near future, was
the one set off by the St. Anthony in
Bentinck Arm on the afternoon of De-
cember 13,

Navy Shares in
Scientific Study

The Bentinck Arm explosion was
the first step in a depth-charge firing
undertaken by the RCN and the PNL
to assist scientists in their search for
important information regarding the
earth's structure—a Canadian contribu-
tion to the International Geophysical
Year, (Sec November 1957 Crowsnest
page 20.)

Earth tremors from the Ripple Rock
explosion—where 700 tons of high ex-
plcsive will be detonated—are expected
to be detected as far east as the
border of Saskatchewan.

Observations, at a series of seismo-
graph-equipped locations, will deter-
mine the time taken by the explosion
waves to reach the instruments, This,
in turn, will aid geologists and others
in determining the deeper structure of
the earth because of the variation in
speed of waves travelling through the
crust and the deep-lying mantle,

To assist the study of the major ex-
plosion, the Dominion Observatory,
Ottawa, and the Dominion Astro-
physical Observatory, at Royal Oak,
B.C., enlisted the RCN's aid to set off
depth charges in specific areas to
allow a wide range of observations to
be made. These will help determine
the structure of the earth's crust for
a depth of 20 or 30 miles below Ripple
Rock. The main explosion at Ripple
Rock will provide data from which
it may be possible to determine certain
broad features of the structure of
British Columbia and Alberta,

This study of wave propagation
through the earth will also add to
Canadian scientists knowledge of
seismic waves,

Each powerful demolition will be
recorded as a man-made earthquake.
The tremors of each explosion pass
through the crust of the earth, along
the mantle beneath, and return through
the crust to the surface.

For the Ripple Rock blast, in which

750 tons of high explosives will be

used, sensitive seismographs will be
placed at various locations across Brit-
ish Columbia and through Alberta to
the Saskatchewan border to pick up and
record tremors of that man-made earth-
quake.

The depth charge explosion in Ben-
tinck Arm (at a point some 235 miles
north of Vancouver) was recorded by
such instruments at several locations,
including the Ripple Rock area, 125
miles away.

Armed with statistics provided by
seismograph readings of both explo-
sions, scientists hope to gain additional

information on the thickness of the
carth’s crust along a line through the
Canadian Rockies, It is possible that
added support may be given the theory
that mountains have “roots”, like ice-
bergs, far below their visible base lines,

On tihe chart, Bentinck Arm looks
like a long crooked finger of the sea
poking deep into the mountain ranges
of the B.C. coastline. It is parrow and
deep. In December the towering peaks
on either side are covered with snow.

- It was through this slender waterway
that the St. Anthony pushed her way
to a localion some 62 miles “inland”
from the open ocean. '

Getting 3,000 pounds of TNT on the
bottom of the sea is tricky business, and
even more so when that load of po-
tential danger has to be placed at a
precisely predetermined location and
depth.

The St. Anthony’s cluster of depth
charges had to be lowered into 300 feet
of water, 500 yards off one of the few
beaches that are found in that region.
The location had been established
earlier, at a time when depths were
recorded, and other revelant factors
noted. Jutting out from the beach were
old pilings, remnants of a long-extinct
fish cannery, Those pilings served a
useful purpose.

To get his ship on the exact location, '
Capt. Proudfoot had an anchor down,
and a line extending from the stern to
the piles ashore, The mooring opera-
tion was handled with the help of a
favorable tide. Timing was important.

Then came the arming of the depth
charges. A delicate operation., Assisted
by the Seaward Defence personnel,
Blackburn fitted each of the charges
with primer and detonator. To the
bundle of TNT was attached one end
of a 700-yard, two-cord armoured cable,.

The ship’s powerful winch had prob-
ably never rolled as slowly before as
it gingerly lifted the depth charges
from the deck, over the rail, and into
the sea. Three hundred feet of the
lowering cable slipped slowly out of
the ship, along with an equal amount
of the armoured cable which had pre-
viously been loaded into one of the
{ug’s lifeboats,

The lowering cable went slack. The
charges had come to rest on the bot-
tim. The lifeboat, with Jim Roger and
Bill McVay aboard, made its way to
the beach 500 yards distant as the Sea-
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ward Defence men played out the cable
which linked them with the sunken
charges.

The ship lifted her anchor, discon-
nected herself from the shore pilings
and headed for a position one mile
away.

Once ashore, that other end of the
cable became Blackburn’s business. At
a pre-arranged time, he went ashore,
armed with two 45-volt batteries, deton-
ating equipment and a walkie - talkie
radio unit. With him with his movie
camera went PO Charles “Flash” Gor~
don.

It was almost dark. And there was
a heavy rain falling., Tension mounted
throughout the ship.

The signal came at precisely 1620.

A second passed. A sharp crack sud-
denly hit the ship. It was no more
than that to human ears. Microphones
attached to the ship’s hull picked up
the smashing impact of the shock waves
carried through the water. Eyes strain-
ing through the partial darkness and
the rain from one mile away saw no
fountain of water.

HONK KONG
TO CLOSE IN

An announcement that the Royal
Navy’s association with Hong Kong —
which extends over the past century
— would come to an end with the de-
cision to close the Naval Dockyard
there in two years’ time, was made in
both British Houses of Parliament at
the end of November.

The Admiralty News Summary, which
referred to the British Government’s
decision, also contained the announce-
ment that it would now be possible to
reduce the number of naval commands
in the Far East due to the Federation of
Malaya receiving its independence.

The announcement in the Houses of
Parliament with regard to Hong Kong
was accompanied by the following
statement:

“This decision has been taken with
very real regret in view of the long
association of the dockyard with Hong
Kong and the loss of jobs for many
employees which must inevitably result
from the closure. It has been necessi-
tated by the current re-organization of
naval forces and their shore support
throughout the world in the light of
government policy outlined in the De-
fence White Paper. The future re-
quirements of HM Ships in the Far
East will no longer justify the main-
tenance of a full scale dockyard in
Hong Kong.
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Those who anticipated a great sky-
ward gush of water were probably dis-
appointed. But as Lt. Blackburn noted
later, 300 feet of water over such an
explosion constituted a major shock
absorber.

The important thing was that the
mission had been successfully com-
pleted. It was even a success as far
as the federal Fisheries Department
was concerned. Captain Chester Power,
master of the fisheries patrol vessel
Howay (on the scene in the interests
of his department) reported compara-
tively few fish had been destroyed as
a result of the underwater blast.

The St. Anthony spent that night at
nearby Bella Coola, and the following
morning returned to the explosion
scene to reclaim almost all of the arm-
oured cable and the large buoy which
had been moored over the sunken
depth charges.

With the required seismographic in-
formation presumably in the hands of
the scientists concerned, the St. An-
thony started her return voyage to Es-
quimalt.

Operation Earth Crust was over.—
R.W.

DOCKYARD
TWO YEARS

“The closure of the Dockyard will
not mean the disappearance of Her
Majesty’s ships from Hong Kong and
Far Eastern waters. A number of naval
vessels which will be based upon Hong
Kong will continue to discharge the
responsibilities of Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment for the protection of British
shipping and the security of the colony.
A small naval base from which ships
can be served and operated will be
retained in Hong Kong island. In ad-
dition, other ships of the Fleet in the
Far FEast will continue to visit Hong
Kong from time to time.”

The Royal Navy’s association with
Hong Kong extends over the past 100
years and the Dockyard in its present
form has existed for about half a cen-
tury. The first use of Hong Kong as
a base for British ships was in the
Opium War of 1839-42. Hong Kong
was ceded to the British Government
in 1841 and Kowloon in 1860. There
are at present about 4,700 locally en-
tered people in Admiralty service in
Hong Kong.

With regard to the Far East, the Ad-
miralty has decided, with the achieve-
ment of Malayan independence, to al-
low the appointment of Flag Officer
Malayan Area to lapse, effective March
20 this year.

The Malayan area is at present a
separate, subordinate command under
the Commander-in-Chief, Far East Sta-
tion. On March 20, it will cease to be
a separate command and the responsi-
bilities of the FOMA will be assumed
by the Commander-in~Chief.

HISTORY OF
HMCS NADEN
RE-ISSUED

“HMCS Naden—Naval Barracks, a
History of Its Work, Senior Officers and
Ships”, has been re-issued by the
author, Major Frederick V. Longstaff,
of Victoria.

While the title of this 68-page booklet
suggests a history of the RCN barracks
at Esquimalt, B.C., by the author’s own
admission it got a little out of hand.
However, the book contains a wealth of
information concerning not only the
West Coast, but also the RCN, from its
inception to the present day. He deals
with the formation of the Resérves and
the pioneer volunteers who sparked
them, ships of the RN which used the
Esquimalt station, and much other data.

With a foreword by Rear-Admiral H.
F. Pullen, then Flag Officer Pacific
Coast, the author dips back into history
some 400 years to recreate the naval
background and carries it forward to
the present day.

The actual history of Naden occupies
little space although the book mentions
all the commanding officers up to the
present time. Early Flag Officers on the
Pacific Station are listed from the first,
in 1837, to the last in 1903, and flag-
ships for the same period are chronicled.

There are interesting historical notes
on HMCS Rainbow, her three steering
wheels and the battle honours of the
seven Rainbows from 1586 to 1920.

Other ships, including HMS Cormor-
ant, Swiftsure, Dreadnought and many
others are touched on, as well as the
first ships of the RCN following the
formation of the Navy in 1910. The
writer also quotes from his private diary
to introduce many of the early volun-
teers responsible for the formation in
Canada of the RNCVR and later the
RCNVR.

While much has been left unsaid, the
author points out that he could go on
writing of interesting officers and ships
for years, but it must end somewhere.—
LW.T.

HMS Naden, Naval Barracks, by Irederick
V. Longstaff, published by the author, 50
King George Terrace, Victoria, B.C., $2.50
prepaid.



THE HIGH COST OF MEAGRE TRAINING

Inexperience Cost Japan’s Air Force Dearly

HY TRAINING? The average
\/ \/ sailor, asked this question, will
almost surely come up with a sensible
He knows that the tiraining

answer,
he receives — whether individually or
collectively, at sea or ashore — has as

its objective the development of the
fighting efficiency of the fieet.

There are times, though, when this
same average sailor may wonder
whether all this training is necessary,
whether it isn’t being overdone. Train-
ing, iraining, training, by day and by
night, in fair weather and foul, at sea
and alongside. Is there any real pur-
pose in it, or is it just someone’s idea
of a good way to keep people busy?

Perhaps the purpose would be better
understood if the word “practice’” were
substituted for “training”, Anyone who
has had any association with athletics
—and most sailors have—knows that
proficiency in sports comes with prac-
tice, and the outstanding athletes are
those who have practised the most.

This analogy may serve to explain
then why, in the Navy, once a man
has been taught his job — has been
trained — it is necessary that he prac-
tise it under all conditions. Not only
must he be good at it; he must excel.
For it is no game for which he is pre-
paring himself but the deadly serious
business of war.

And as this applies to the man, so it
applies to ships, to squadrons, to fleets,
and to the supporting organization
ashore.

If this abstract explanation is still
not enough to dispel doubt, reference
to specific examples might be in order,
And of these there is no shortage. A
study of war—just about any war—
will reveal instances when fighting men,
possessing the skill and confidence that
come from thorough training and prac-
tice, soundly trounced antagonists who
were just as numerous, just as well
armed and just as courageous but who
in the use of their weapons were rela-
iively unskilled and uncertain.

The Second World War produced
many such examples, with both sides
at one time or another being guilty of
“training” deficiencies that cost them
dearly.

The destruction of Japan’s air power
was a most striking illustration.

To retain the Empire established in
the lighining conquests of 1941-42 it
was essential that Japan control the air

over the chain of bases that formed the
perimeter of thal empire. That she
failed to do so, and thereby set the pat-
tern of her own defeat, has been as-
cribed to many causes—not the least
of which was the employment of in~-
adequately trained aviators,

A recent book “The Defeat of a
Navy” by Andrieu d’Albas, graphically
describes how, beginning in 1943, U.S.
carrier forces dealt a series of crushing
defeats that in the end left Japan with
practically nothing that could fly and
fight.

A shortage of fuel, imposed by the
throttling of the lifeline from the East
Indies, presented the Japanese in 1943~

BOOKS for the
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44 with two alternatives: either to re-
duce the number of pilots under train-
ing and maintain flying standards, or
reduce flying standards and maintain
the pilot output. The latter course was
chosen, and it led to disaster.

To quote M. d’Albas: “. . . losses in-
creased ceaselessly, and although the
number of pilots under training was
increased considerably, each pilot in the
training cenires had fewer flying hours
to his eredit than sound {raining de-
manded. The constant decrease in the
number and efficiency of the air crews
led to terrible losses among them, in
return for results which became pro-
gressively less commensurate.”

In the Battle of the Philippine Sea,
for example, the Japanese lost 300 of
450 carrier-borne aircraft and another
124 shore-based machines. These losses
might have been acceptable had the air-
craft achieved their objective—the de-
truction of the U.S. carriers. But not
one U.S. ship, carrier or otherwise, was
lost, whereas three Japanese carriers
and two tankers were sunk. The cost
to the Americans was 126 planes.

In early October 1944 a fast U.S. car-
rier force launched a series of air
attacks on Japanese installations on
Formosa. In the course of a four-day
battle, four American cruisers were
heavily damaged and 75 U.S. aircraft
were shot down. The Japanese lost
600 aircraft.

Inexperienced Japanese pilots flying
against this American task force “so
exaggerated the results obtained by
them that the High Command sent to
Formosa-—in the hope a decisive blow
might be dealt the enemy—a big pro-
portion of the air groups intended for
the aircraft carriers, These contin-
gents, insufficiently {rained, were deci-
mated . ., .”

This left the Japanese with only
skeleton carrier air strength with which
to contest the American landings in the
Philippines later ihat same month.
They did manage {o assemble at Man-
ila more than 1,000 machines ostensibly
to counter-balance the U.S. carrier air
strength, but in the battle that followed
— the Battle of Leyte — these aircraft
were not a factor.

“Almost all the Japanese airmen
(says d’Albas) were inexperienced.
They knew neither hgw to locate the
enemy at a specified position nor how
to attack him effectively when they did
contact him. Wind, rain, poor visibility
were insurmountable obstacles for them.
The American pilots, on the contrary,
flew under poor conditions as when on
exercise in good weather.

“The Japanese engaged practically
without air support in this terrible bat-
tle, the last in which they could hope
to save their country.”

Their surface losses consisted of three
battleships, three carriers, six heavy
cruisers, four light cruisers and 11 de-
siroyers. For neither ships nor men
were there replacements, and thereaf-
ter the Japanese fleet was not a serious
factor in the war,

At Leyte, the U.S. Navy lost one light
carrier, two escort carriers, two de-
stroyers and two destroyer escorts. The
landings were accomplished with mini-
mum interference from sea or sky.

Finally there was Okinawa. Into this
last desperate battle the Japanese threw
almost everything that could fly. And
almost everything was lost—7,800 air-
craft, of which 1,900 were kamikazes.
Though the suicide atiacks did cause
considerable havoc, the toll of aircraft
was out of all proportion to the results
obtained. The Allies on the other hand
lost only one-tenth as many planes—
and they took Okinawa.

A great many factors are listed as
having contributed to the defeat of
Japan, and it may be argued that the
sending of partially trained pilots into
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the air did not really affect the ultimate
outcome. It may be so, that Japan was
doomed in any case, but from the evi-
dence submitted it appears certain that
had Japan maintained the quality of
her air crews, the progress of the war
would have been appreciably altered
and the scales more evenly balanced.

FABULOUS

Those who like their literary heroes
to conform to good sensible rules of
conduct will find “The Fabulous Ad-
mirals”, by Cdr. Geoffrey Lowis, hard
to take. On the other hand lovers of
the unpredictable, the bizarre, or the
extraordinary had better send in their
orders to the booksellers at once.

It is probably much more pleasant
to read about an eccentric Admiral than
to serve under one, yet Commander
Lowis spins his yarns about the Royal
Navy in the palmy days of Queen Vic-
toria and King Edward VII with such
gusto that one wishes the clock back—
almost. Some of the stories are not new,
but they have been properly arranged
and, wherever possible, have been at-
tributed to their actual originators.

Within these covers the sailor will
meet, for instance, Admiral Sir Alger-
non Charles Fiesche Henage, GCB —
more commonly known as “Pompo” —
who changed his white pique shirts
daily, carried twenty dozen around the
Horn with him, and sent used ones
home to England for laundering.

Then there was Rear-Admiral Reg-
inald Charles Prothero, GB, MVO,
known in the service as “Prothero the
Bad”, who dressed in his shooting
clothes before “Rounds” on a Sunday
morning because, as he put it, “Ship’s
like a snipe marsh”.

Rear-Admiral Sir Robert Arbuthnot,
Bart.,, KCB, MVO, who was killed at
Jutland, on one occasion heard a newly-
sentenced defaulter declaiming on what
he would do to his Commander (as Sir
Robert then was) some dark night
ashore. That evening the defaulter was
brought to the quarterdeck, presented
with boxing gloves, and invited to carry
out his threat. Sir Robert whipped him.

These men, of course, were not al-
ways regarded with amusement by
those who shipped with them, and one
can detect, reading between the lines,
the inefficient, the cruel, and the down-
right stupid.

Yet “this is a book for laughter and
for remembering. For in these tales of
the Fabulous Admirals one glimpses for
a moment the spacious times of Great
Britain’s absolute sea dominion. Apart
from its humour the book is notable
for its refreshing frankness.
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For lack of training and practice, a
dreadful price, in battle losses and
human lives, was paid—R.C.H.

THE DEFEAT OF A NAVY, by E. M. A.
Andrieu d’Albas, translated from the French
by Anthony Rippon; published by Deven-
Adair, New York; issued in Canada by Col-
lins. Price $5.50.

ADMIRALS

Finally, the book points clearly to the
class-consciousness on which the old
navy was built; not to condemn or up-
hold it, but simply to say, “That’s how
it was”. When one considers both the
social and technical difficulties that
faced the navy in 1900 it is indeed a
miracle that it was whipped into shape
in time for Jutland. This book is the
story of some of the funny men who
had to go when we arrived at what
Charlie Chaplin called “Modern Times”.

(The foregoing review was contrib-
uted by Assistant Professor D. M.

Schurman, MA, Phd, Department of
History, Royal 'Military College of
Canada.)

FABULOUS ADMIRALS, by Cdr. Geoffrey
Lowis, published in Canada by McClelland &
Stewart Limited, 25 Hollinger Road, Toronto
16; 292 pages; drawings by Captain Jack
Broome; $4.25.

THE STORY OF
THE RNVR

HE RNVR, like many other excel-

lent British institutions, has de-
veloped the hard way after some official
obstruction, ridicule and even at times,
personal unfairness.

In “The RNVR—A Record of Achieve-
ment”, by J. Lennox Kerr and Wilfred
Graville the history of reserves within
the Fleet is traced from the days of Good
Queen Bess up to the latter part of the
19th century when the Admiralty was
stoutly maintaining that naval reservists
should be professional seamen.

In 1903, the Naval Forces Act, which
authorized the raising of the Royal
Naval Volunteer Reserve, was passed
and the Navy, rather reluctantly, ad-
mitted that it could tolerate a new type
of sailor, one that had not “sailed on
board a square-rigged ship and been
aloft”,

This early suspicion of the RNVR was
a perfectly normal, professional atti-
tude, as the authors point out. Even in
1938, when official policy was to en-
courage the Volunteer Reserve, its
members, who came to ships for train-
ing, were, in some cases, not taken as

seriously as later events suggested they
should have been. It was even whis-
pered by certain wags that some reserve
signalmen had been so rated  because
that was their profession on the rail-
way in civilian life.

The Admiralty packed the young re-
serves off to the trenches as a naval
brigade when war broke out in 1914,
but, by 1919, had realized that the new
style civilian force was in fact vitally im-
portant to the Fleet in modern warfare.
Right from the start of the Second
World War, the naval expansion pro-
gram, in respect to officers, was based
on the RNVR, which, in the last year
of the war, provided 88 per cent of the
Royal Navy’s commissioned personnel.
The story of their activities makes in-
spiring reading.

Messrs. Kerr and Granville admit that
to do complete justice to the subject
would require an enormous volume,.
However, they have produced a very
seamanlike job, for which a lot of re-
search has obviously been carried out.
For those, who wish to read more
deeply there is a list of specialized pub-
lications on the RNVR at the back.

The words on the handsome duster
cover sum up this book, adequately.
It is a “Record of Achievement” and
as such will be enjoyed by many.—
JD.FK.

THE RNVR —A RECORD OF ACHIEVE-
MENT, by J. Lennox Kerr and Wilfred Gran-
ville. Published in Canada by Clarke, Irwin

and Company Limited, 108 St, Clair Avenue
West, Toronto 7. 304 pages illustrated, Price
$5.00.
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byTh(jeg‘;:’y‘:r:"a:n’getnff;‘esj‘v‘;:;eig sea WILKES, Reginald J, ......... LSRA2
the Pakistan Navy and was berthed WILKINS, Edward C. ......... LSOM?2
for the four days after her arrival in WILLIAMS, Edgar H. ......... L5AF2
the most conspicuous berth in Kara- WILLIAMS, Roderick B. ...... LSCS2
chi harbour. The day after her arrival WILLIAMS, Robert A, ......... P1ER4
was declared a public holiday., It was WILSON, Michael M. ....... . .P1HA3
estimated that more than 100,000 people WILSON, Robert E, ........... LSRP1
came to the dockside to see the new WITTHOEFT, Karl A. ......... LSRT?
acquisition. .
YOUNG, Robert H, ........... LSRP1
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