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Couwer Phoio — "‘Give it to 'em, boys!’ At least that's what
these Nootka gunners seem to be saying as'lithey watch carrier-
based planes move in to attack communist’coastal”positions in
North Xorea. The Nootka had her turn just before this, shooting
up shore installations and trading shots with enemy batteries.
Smoke {rom severq_l’ %llel:s indicates that the destroyer’s shells and
the aircraft bombs have found their mark. (NK-1597).

LADY OF THE MONTH

This is one place where the small
fellows occupy as much room as the big
ones. In the same spot that has featured
such ships as the Magnificent, Ontario
and Quebec appears. the 136-foot
wooden minesweeper HMCS Cordova,
training tender to HMCS Discovery, the
Vancouver naval division. The Cordova
is the former YMS-420 of the United
States Navy and saw service off Okinawa
in the late stages of the Second World
War, She was purchased by the RCN
last year and towed to Esquimalt (see
Crowsnest, April 1952). After being
refitted, the ship was commissioned in
August as HMCS Cordova and sailed
proudly, as pictured, to Vancouver.
(E-19930).

* * %

Each year, in closing the cover on one volume of
The Crowsnest and starting 1o work on the next,
we have observed the occasion by paying our
respects and voicing our thanks to those who have
been chiefly responsible for the continuing: existence
of this magazine.

" It is a pleasant duty, one we would perform much -
more often, except for the fear that in repelition we
might seem to lose sincerity.

And most.sincere is our salute to the authors,
artists, pholographers and others whose combined
contributions have enabled us to put together each
of the 12 issues which have gone into the making of
this latest, fourth volume of The Crowsnest.

For the bulk of its material The Crowsnest depends
on correspondents in ships and establishments and on
officers and men who, from time to time, take it upon
themselves to compose articles for the magazine.
All of them do these chores voluntarily. They receive
no pay and, outside of a form letter of acknowledge-
ment and this annual bouquet, precious little in the
way of recognition.

We must admit that now and then we grumble to
ourselves over misspelled names, the absence of
initials, omission of pertinent facts and other editorial
headaches. However, those are things that can be
remedied by a little extra work on the part of the
editors, and are unimportant, The important fact is
that each month, from an amazing number and
variety of sources, comes the material wherewith to
put together a magazine.

To all those sources—in ships and on shore, in
the service and -on civvy street—go our thanks. We
frankly feel that enough nice things cannot be said
about them, . ‘

The Editors,
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Looking Astern

Five Fighting Months

C,:ﬂ[’ HE French have a proverb:
“Le plus ¢a change, le plus c'est
la méme chose.” The English, slightly
more pedantic, say: “History repeats
itself.”

Whether thumbing the daily news-
paper in 1952 or reading the history
of sea battles of the Second World
War, the same names crop up, only
now the ships are fighting half a world
away from the scenes of conflict of
eight years ago. :

Brought to light recently at Naval
Headquarters was a report of the
activities in the English Channel and
the Bay of Biscay of the 10th Des-
troyer Flotilla during five action-
filled months in 1944,

The names of the four Canadian
Tribal class destroyers in the group
are familiar, There was the Haida,
commanded at that time by the
present Vice-Chief of the Naval
Staff, Rear-Admiral H. G. DeWolf.
Now the Haida is on her way to a
new scene of battle in the Far East.

There was the Huron, under Com-
mander H. S. Rayner, now a com-
modore and Secretary to the Chiefs of
Staff. The Huron is at present under-
going conversion and modernization
after having done a tour of duty off
Korea.

There was the Iroquois, under the
present Chief of Naval Personnel,
Rear-Admiral J. C. Hibbard. The
Iroquois is on her first tour of duty
in Korean waters.

And there was the . Athabaskan,
commanded then by Lieut.-Cdr. J.
H. Stubbs and sunk in a bitter fight
which cost the Germans an Elbing
destroyer. Her successor carried her
name throughout two operational
tours in the Korean war and is soon
to begin a third.

Four cruisers of the Royal Navy—
HM Ships Black Prince, Mauritius,
Bellona and Diadem—operated at
various times with the flotilla, which
consisted, besides the Canadian ships,
of five RN destroyers, the Onslow,
Ursa, Tartar, Ashanti and Eskimo,
and two Polish destroyers, the Plorun
and: Blyskawica.

The Germans at that time were
desperately trying to maintain sea
communications between the ports

of occupied France. Some of the ships -
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Canadian Destroyers Shared
In Series of 1944
Successes

pressed into service to guard the’
German convoys were re-armed tank
landing craft, built to fulfill Hitler’s
dream of an invasion of England.

But, as the record shows, the
Germans still had some formidable
fighting ships at sea.

Apart from landing craft and E-
boats, the German version of the
motor torpedo boat, these included
Elbing destroyers, classed by the

Sir,

Germans as torpedo boats, but dis-
placing 1,200 tons and having a
main armament of four 4.1-inch guns,
and Narvik destroyers, displacing
2,400 tons, with a speed of 36 knots
and a main armament of five 5.9-inch
HA/LA guus.

Saying a lot in a little, the report
was submitted by Captain Basil
Jones, RN, Captain (D) of the Tenth
Destroyer Flotilla, to the Commodore
(D) Home Fleet. It read as follows:

HMS “TARTAR”,
15th September, 1944,

I have the honour to submit for your information a revised list of results obtained by the
10th Destroyer Flotilla in the Channel and Bay of Biscay, during the five months’ period from

15th April to 15th September, 1944.

All actions were at night with the exception of the sinking of U. 971, and the A.M.C. on

August 12th,

Date Ships Engaged
25-26 Aprii  Haida, Huron, Ashanti, Atha-
baskan and Black Prince (S5.0.)
27-28 Aprit  Haida and Athabaskan
(Athabaskan sunk).
8- 9 June Tartar (D. 10) and all ships of
10th D.F.
13-14 June Piorun and Ashanti
24 June Haida and Eskimo
27-28 June Huron and Eskimo
5 July Tartar (D. 10) and Ashanti
9 July Tartar (D 10) and Huron
15 July Tartar (D. 10), Halda and
Blyskawica,
5—- 6 Aug. Bellona (S.0.), Tartar (D. 10),
Haida, Iroquois and Ashanti
12 Aug. Piorun with Diadem (S.0.) and
Onslow )
15 Aug. Iroquois with Mauritius (S.0.)
and Ursa
23 Aug. Iroquois with Mauritius (S.0.)

and Ursa

Enemy Losses

Sunk
1 Elbing

1 Elbing
2 Narviks

2 M Class
Minesweepers

Submarine E. 971
2 Trawlers

Not known

2 Merchant Ships,
1 Trawler.

4 Merchant Ships,
2 Minesweepers,
1 Trawler.

1 Armed Medium
Merchant Vessel.

2 Minesweepers,

1 Flak Ship,

2 Medium M.V.’s.,
1 Small M. V.,

1 Small Tanker.

5 Armed Trawlers,
1 Sperrbrecher,

1 Coaster,

1 Flak Ship.

Damaged
1 Elbing

1 Narvik
1 Elbing

2 M Class
Minesweepers

1 Trawler

4 armed L.C.T.’s.
(Retired over shoal
water to Lannion
River)

4 Trawlers (Retired
into St. Malo)

1B.P.T.

2 Minesweepers

1 Narvik
1 Elbing
(Both subsequently
beached)

Makmg a total of thlrty-ﬁve surface ships and one submarine sunk and fourteen damaged.

The Commodore (D) Home Fleet.

1 have the honour to be,

Your obedlent Servant,

Basil Jones, Captain, RN,
Tenth Destroyer F Iotllla.

(Copy to:—The Commander-in-Chief Home Fleet.)







Boy, Woman
Saved by Sailors

A three-year-old Halifax boy owes
his life to two members of the RCN.
The boy, Jackie Oldham, was rescued
from Halifax harbor by AB Robert
Barclay, of Simcoe, Ont., and AB Colin
Farrell, of Port-Aux-Basques, New-
foundland. Both are members of the
crew of Diving Tender No. 5.

Initial move in the rescue was made
by AB Barclay, who was returning to
his ship about 5:30 p.m. when he heard
cries coming from the vicinity of a
wharf and saw a child’s arm sticking
out of the water,

Both AB Barclay and AB Farrell,
who also was attracted by the cries,
jumped into the harbor fully clothed to
rescue the child.

The boy was examined at the Dock-
yard First Aid Station, where his only
injuries were found to be marks on
his stomach apparently received when
he fell from the wharf. Otherwise he
suffered no ill effects.

Jackie's mother earlier had reported
to police that her son was missing.

* Kk  *k

While his mates were enjoying a
Saturday night dance at HMCS Star
during the Great Lakes Naval Regatta
in Hamilton, AB Charles Bissett of
HMCS Cataraqui, Kingston, distin-
guished himself in saving the life of a
drowning woman.

Bissett was walking near the water-
front when he saw Mrs. Joseph Stewart
of Hamilton in difficulty in the bay.
Bissett took off his shoes and trousers
and went in after her.

He was later commended for his
action by Captain A. G. Boulton,
Director of Naval Reserves, who was
attending the regatta.

These bring to six the number of
rescues of this sort performed by naval
personnel and reported in The Crows-
nest in the past two months.

Macfarlane was in the Restigouche,

which picked up survivors from our
first major war casualty.

CPO Macfarlane is married to the
former Marion Jean Watson, of
Saskatoon, who was a Wren Coder
when Duncan swept her off her feet
in Halifax in 1945. This was easy for
they both spoke the universal lan-
guage of communicators. They have
two children, Jean Margaret, 3, and

Douglas, 6 months, and they live in
the Cornwallis married quarters, the
across the road

“crouching colossus”
from the main gate—D.M.W.

ANNUAL WREN BANQUET

The annual banquet of the Ex-
Wrens' Association, Victoria Branch,

was held in Terry’s Dining Room,
Victoria, on August 28. Guests of
honor were Captain Ronald Jackson,
retiring commanding officer of HMCS
Malahat, and Rev. William Hills,
well-known Victoria clergyman.
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LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of men on the lower deck. The
list is arranged in alphabetical order,
with each man’s new rating, branch
and trade group shown opposite his
name.

BARNABY, Eugene J....".... P1SM2

BEAUDRY Frank.. ...LSSM1
BELL, Victor E........... . P2AR2
BIELBY, Victor. ............ P2AAL
BROWNELL, Albert H....... P2AR2
BURNETT, John W.......... P1SH4

BUTTERWORTH, Clifford W.P2SM2
CHANDLER, Thomas H. . ... C1SM3

CLELAND, John R.......... C25M3
COLLINS, Donald J.......... LSBD2
CONKIE,David J........... P2A02
CONNER, Stanley W.........P2AR2
COOKE, Kenneth C.......... C2SH4
COOMBS, John W........... LSSM1
CREIG, James L.............LSCRI
CURRIE, John J.......... ..CISM3
DIEBOLD, Servin M.........LSQMS
DOUGLAS, Donald W........ P2SM2
DOUGLAS, Thomas W.......LSTD1
DOYLE, Peter M...... ...... P2QR1
DRIEMEL, Harry H........ . P1SM2

FITZMAURICE, Norman E. .LSPH1

FRENCH, George J.......... LSSM1
GLOVER, Howard W., ...LSSM1
GROSVENOR Albert E... . P1SM2
HACKETT, Arthur.......... P1TA3
HAGGARTY, Fred H.. ... ... P2SM2
HARMAN, EricG........... P2SM2
HERRON, Frederick L....... P1SH4
JEANES, James G .......... P2SM2
JENKINSON, William L..... . P2AA1
JOHNSON, Douglas L........ . P2SM2

LAROCQUE, Hector J........ LSSWS

LEWIS, Hillard C............P2TD1
LITTLE, Arthur F........ ..CICS3
LOVE, Thomas H... ...... .. LSSM1
LOVETT, Willlam A...... ... P2AW?2
LUINING, Arthur L. ..... ... P1SM2
LYON, Howard D........... LSSWS
McCLELLAN, Norman T.....P2AA1l

McCUNE, William N...... .

LSTDS

McGLADE, Francis A.... ... . LSSM1
McLEAN, Forbes R........ .. P2SM2
McNAIR, William H. . ... .. LSSM1
MACKIE, John W......... LSSM1

MARENGERE, Bernard J...
MAYNARD, Thomas R....
MOUNER, Gustave J......

.P1SM2

LSCK1
P1ER4

NICKOLSCHUK, Tom J..... P2SM2
NOYES, Frank E............ LSCK1
O'HEARN, Cecil J........... C1MR3
ORR, John H................ P1TA3
PARTRIDGE, Ernest J....... P1GA3
PATTISON, ColinR...... .. P1SH4
RING, Gordon R............. LSSM1
ROCHE, John G..... .......P1GA3
ROGERS, Robert N..........PI1CA3
SHORTRIDGE, Harold E. ...LSSM1

SIEMAN, Trwin H

LSSM1

SLLOPAK, Kenneth L.........LSBD2
SMITH, John E.. ........LSRCS
STEVENS James Foo, P1SM2

TAYLOR, Douglas C......... LSRPS
THORNE, Clinton R......... P1GA3
THORNE, EricG............ P2SM2
VINCENT, Raymonde O..... LSVS1
WACHOWICZ, Albin......... C2MR3
WARD, Joseph N............ P1ER4
WARK, Ronald H............ P1SM2
WEIGAND, Edwin V......... P1SM2
WHYTE, James R........... P1SM2
RCN(R)
ALLAN,R.................. LSAWI
BAILEY, H. H.............. PIMA2
BENETEAU, V. E........... LSBD1
BOUCHARD, P.H........... C20R2
BOURDAGE, P.............. C25W2
BRADFIELD, T.A..... .... C2AA1
BUCHAN, P................. PL(NQ)S
CASE, A, R. E...............CIMR3
CONNOLLY, J.M........... LSTDS
CORMACK, J.E.. .......... LSNS1
CRAIG, K, A..........0 LSRPS
CURTIS, C. Gu.o oo LSAAS
DAMORE,A. Jo.............LSBD1
DARROCH, J.S............. LSBD!
DEWING, W................ C2MA3
DROMBOLIS, T. C.......... C2WR1(NQ)
EDWARDS, W. L...... ..P1SM2
FLOWER,D.B.............. LSBD1
FORNERIL J.B.............. LSAAS
GAW,K.E..................C2ET4
HEWENS, R.L..............CIQR1
HUGHES, J...ooovoeee e LSBD1
LONGTHORP, B.L.......... P2GA3
MACINNES, M. M.......... PISM2(NQ)
MAY,A. L........c..o......
MURPHY, J. P.. ..LSCK1
PHILLIPS, M,..............:LSBD1
REES, W.R.\............... PI1CV2
ROGERS, N.W.............. C2QRI
SCANLON, R. E.............LSAA1
SMITH,R. Joooo oo LSAAS
TRELEAVEN, A. L.......... LSBD1
VENNE,N.D............... P1SM2
WALSH, W. J................LsAW1
WARREN, L.J..............LSQR3
WILSON, C. E...............LSBD1

WILSON, R.C. A............C25M3

SHANNON SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
John W. Girdwood, former Super-

visor of Westville Schools in Nova

Scotia, has been appointed principal
of Shannon School for naval depen-
dents at Tufts’ Cove, N.S. Mr. Gird-
wood, a native of New  Brunswick,
recently completed a post-graduate
course in education at Columbia
University, New York City.

























$12,404 DONATED

Donations to the Canadian Naval
Service Benevolent Trust fund during
the first seven months of this year
totalled $12,404.87.

Against this total, officials reported,
the fund approved assistance of
$37,883.55 in grants and $40,790.06
in loans, for aid totalling $78,673.61.
During the period 468 applications
were received and dealt with.

Among the gifts was one from
Mrs. M. G. MacDonald, at present

IN SEVEN MONTHS

lost her son in the Navy several years
ago.

It has been her custom each year
to forward money to a friend so
flowers could be placed on her son’s
grave. This year she asked her friend to
give the money to some RCN organiza-
tion. The money was donated to the
Canadian Naval Service Benevolent
Trust Fund in memory of her son.

Following is a report of -donations
to the fund from January 1 to July 31,

residing in Sao Paulo, Brazil, who 1952:

Individual donations from officersand men....................... F $1,844.00
HMC NRS Aldergrove. ... ..o e e 24.25
Miscellaneous contributions............... ... i e 15.59
AIOTYINIOUS .« o oot ottt et e e e e e e e e e 35.00
ANODYITIOUS . . . ottt et e et et et e e e e e 75.00
HMCS Athabaskan Communications Mess. ... ............0 ... i, 15.00
HMCS Athabaskan Ship’s Fund....................... ..., PN 150.00
HMCS Beacon Hill Ship’s Fund....... ... ... ... . ... . ... . . . 90.00
HMCS Bytown Officers’ Mess. . ... ..ottt e e .. 300.00

HMCS Carleton Ship’s Fund. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .
HMCS Cataraqui Ship’s Fund... .. .. o
HMCS Cayuga Ship's Fund........ ... ... ... ... ... it

HMCS Cedarwood Ship’s Fund.......... ... .. o i
HMCS Cornwallis Columbia Division............ ...
HMCS Cornwallis Huron Division............. .. ... ..o i
HMCS Cornwallis Ship’s Fund........... . ... o i i
HMCS Cornwallis Chief and POs’ Mess
HMCS Cornwallis Wardroom Mess. .........................

H. J.Daly...... o

HMCS Discovery Wardroom Mess. . . ... .. ...ttt
HMC NRS GloUCESter. . ..o oo e e e
HMCS Griffon Seamen’s Canteen. ... ........... . ..
HMCS Griffon Wardroom Mess......................... e
HMCS Huron Ship’s Fund.............. e
HMCS Hunter Ship's Fund... . ....... ... . ... e

R D < -1 o T
M. G.MacDonald............... .00 A . .
HMCS Magnificent Wardroom IMess. ........ooouininneninineii e - 300.00
HMC NRS Matsqui. ..\ oottt e e e e e e e e e e 15.00
HMCS Micmac Ship's Fund. ... . ... ... . 265.34
HMCS Naden Ship’s Fund....... ... ... 1,273.67
HMCS Naden Chief Petty Officers’ Mess........... ... ... 272.84
HMCS Naden Petty Officers’ Mess.................. N 163.50
HMCS Naden Wardroom Mess. .. ....0.ooottiit i 22 .43
Naval Officers’ Association, Ottawa ............... ... ... .. .. ... ... ©25.00
* Naval Officers’ Association, Victoria ... .......c. ... . .. ... i i 125.00
Naval Supply Depot, Halifax........... ... ... .. . . . 29.78
HMCS Nonsuch Chief and POs’ Mess................. e 25.00
HMCS Ontario Ship's Fund......... .. ... 594.52
HMCS Prevost Chief and POs" Mess. .. .. ..oviitiiie e 20.38
HMCS Prevost Wardroom Mess. ......... .. ... ... ..o A 10.41
HMCS Shearwater Ship’s Fund. ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... 488.66
HMCS Shearwater Petty Officers Mess. ............o i 248.75
HMCS Shearwater Chief Petty Officers’ Mess......... ... ... . ... ... ......... 129.25
HMCS Shearwater Wardroom Mess, . ............ ..., P 199.87
HMCS Sioux Ship’s Fund......... ... 190.53
HMCS Stadacona Ship’s Fund........... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... .. ....... 406.43
HMCS Stadacona Scran Locker............ ... 21.50
HMCSURICOM. .. oo oo e e e 35.00
HMCS Wallaceburg Ship’s Fund................. A 153.10
WRCNS Association, Toronto. .. ........ .. .ttt 50.00
HMCS York Ship’s Fund.......... I . 200.00
$12,404.87

The amount of miscellaneous contributions is made up of small overpayments on loans
which the applicants have requested be retained by the Fund.

“WOMEN’S AUXILIARY known as the -

Naval Women's
~FORMED AT LONDON Auxiliary, HMCS Prevost. .
WLVES of reserve and permanent Mrs. Richard Ball, wife of PO

R. R. Ball, is president of ‘the or-
ganization,- while Mrs. F. R. K.
Naftel,

force personnel at HMCS Prevost
in London, Ont., recently formed an
aux1hary to the d1v151on which s
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.wife of the commanding

officer, Commander Naftel, is hon-
orary president.

Others members of the executive
include Mrs. Charles Roman, vice-
president; Mrs. C. H. Aharan, secre-
tary; Mrs. A. Bloch-Hansen, trea-
surer, and Mrs. Jack Richardson,
social convener.

BALLOONS HELP SUSPEND
PAYING-OFF PENDANT

HMCS Swansea followed an old
custom when she steamed into Halifax
August 2 ‘to end her most recent
commission.

From her mainmast streamed a
450-foot paying off pendant, sus-
pended in the calm air over her wake
by meteorological balloons.

The Swansea was due for temporary
retirement later in the month and,
since ‘this was her last voyage after
five post-war years devoted to pro-
viding sea training for RCN and
reserve personnel, the ship observed
the old tradition.

Lieut.-Cdr. J. R. Coulter, her com-
manding officer, decided that the
pendant would be restricted to 450
feet in length since it would be impos-
sible to show the measurement her
continuous service entitled her to fly.

As a general rule, peacetime ships
of the Royal Navy are commissioned
and placed on station for two years
before being reverted to reserve again.
On -paying off, they are entitled to
fly a pendant the length of the ship.
For every two months over the two
years on station, one-twelfth the
length is added to the pendant.

The custom originated early in the
19th century when ships heading for
home port to pay off strung their
cleaning cloths in the rigging to
denote the fact the crew would no
more be detailed to clean ship.

NAVY TAKES PART
IN FISHERIES SHOW

Ships, aircraft and a band from the
Royal Canadian Navy took part in
the Nova Scotia Fisheries Exhibition
at Lunenburg, N.S., September 10.

Four Harvard trainers from - the
Training Air Group at HMCS Shear-
water and four Avengers of 743
Squadron put on a formation display
over the exhibition and carried out a

- mock dive bomb attack on the town

of Lunenburg. The Harvards also
gave an aerobatic display.

The 35-piece band of HMCS Stada-
cona took part in a parade through the
town, and the presence of HMCS
Brockville and the ketch-rigged train-
ing tender, Oriole IV, added a further
naval flavor to the exhibition.
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-FALSE BOW WAVE PAINTED ON BOW 7O G-NE ILLUSION

OF SPEED TO CONFUSE U-BOATS AIM, A WORLD WAR I
TRICK.,

IN VO4,
THE OLD GUNNERY TARGET SHIP
HMS, "CENTURION' WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A DUMMY REPLICA OF THE
BATTLESHIP ‘ANSON AND WITH HER FAKE PLYWOOD SUPERSTRUCTURE
TRICKED THE AXIS NAVIES UNTIL1944. DURING THE LATE WAR,
SEVERAL OTHER DUMMY WARSHIPS (MOSTLY DISGUISED MERCHANTMEN)
TRICKED THE ENEMY HIGH COMMAND AS TO THE STRENGTH

AND TPEPLOYMENT OF THE ROYAL NAVY,,,

THE FAMOUS "DAZZLE PAINT
TO C.ONFUSE DIRECTION

SMALL L SILOUETTE PAINTED ON
SHIPS SIDE TO MAKE IT APPEAR

A WORTHLESS TARGET FROM A
PISTANCE

T M- THORNTON
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