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R.C.N. News Review

HMC Ships Ontario and Huron are pictured above at Balboa, Canal Zone, en route from
Esquimalt to Halifax. Brief though their stay in Balboa was, the two ships took advantage of
the stop to add a few more touches to their make-up in preparation for their Halifax arrival and
subsequent Royal Visit duties. They arrived at Halifax September 21, the Huron returning
after an eight-month absence which included five months of Korean service. (US Navy Photo).
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Huron Welcomed
Home 'to Hal(fax

A cruiser yielded the spotlight to
a destroyer when on September 21
the Ontario and Huron completed

, their voyage from west to east and
steamed into Halifax harbor.
, Both ships received a noisy and
spirited welcome, but it was the
Huron, returning to her home port
from service in Korean waters, who
got most of the attention. To the
veteran Tribal the city of Halifax
accorded the salute it has been
giving for nearly 200 years to ships
coming back from the wars.

The Ontario, making her first visit
to Halifax, was the object of much
interest and both she and the Huron
drew many favorable remarks on
their smart appearance. It was evi­
dent that nothing had been over­
looked as they prepared for their
duties in connection with the Royal
Visit.

Magnificent, Micmac
Leave Malta, Visit Naples

Their first real break after more
than a month of intensive training

exercises came for HMC Ships Magni­
ficent and Micmac when they arrived
in Naples, Italy, October 26 for a
one-week visit. Previous to that the
h\ro ships had been exercising in the
Malta area with units of the Royal
Navy and had made the most of
every week-day to' get in a full and
progressive program of training.

Following their stay in Naples, the
Magnificent and Micmac will proceed
to join units of the French and British
fleets for exercises off the south of
France. During this period they wiil
visit St. Raphael, Golfe Juan and
Hyeres, all on the French Mediterra­
nean coast.

On October 17 the Canadian ships
will berth at Gibraltar and the follow­
ing day set sail for Halifax, where
thev are due to arrive Octooer 26.

The threat of a polio epidemic
resulted in the Magnificent, HMS
Ocean and attendant destroyers, in­
cluding the Micmac, being quaran­
tined from August 30 to September 11.

The Magnificent had seven polio
cases, all occurring within a short
period, a few days after the ship
reached Malta. The men were hospita-

lized at Malta and all possible pre­
cautions were taken to ptevent any
spread of the disease. To assist the
ship's medical staff, Surgeon Lieut.­
Cdr. R. H. Roberts and four medical
assistants were flown from Canada,

'together with equipment.
No epidemic materialized, there

were no further cases and, best of all,
the seven men who went down with
the disease all made good recoveries.
Five rejoined the ship September 22
and the other two were expected
aboard a week later.

Cayuga's Guns Take
Heavy Enemy Toll

The three Canadian destroyers
serving in Korean waters - the Cay­
uga, Athabaskan and Sioux - con­
tinued to roll up the sea time in
September.

As usual, they had a variety of
assignments, some dull, some in­
teresting. In the latter category was a
patrol carried out by the Cayuga in
the first half of September.

The high spot of the patrol came
when the Cayuga provided artillery
support for a raid carried out by
South Korean ma'rinesand other
forces, behind the enemy lines. A
greatly superior enemy force opposed
the landing but was roughly dealt
with by the Cayuga and the attacking
ROK troops.

Spotters with the 200-man raiding
party directed the ship's fire by
portable radio and the gunnery officer,
Lieut. Frederick Little, checked the
fall of shot and radioed corrections
from a 400-foot hill on a nearby
friendly island.

The Cayuga sent a steady stream
of four-inch shells crashing among
the Red troops, whose total' was
estimated at about 700. On one
occasion the ship caught a concentra­
tion of 350 and wiped out nearly half
of them., '

The South Koreans, on the other
hand, ,had unusually light casualties.
This they credited to the effectiveness
of the Cayuga's gunfire.

Three seriouly wounded South
Koreans were brought aboard the
destroyer for treatment and were
operated on by Surgeon Lieut. J. C.



For more than a month, Malta served as the base of operations for the Magnificent and
Micmac while they exercised with units of the Royal Navy in the Mediterranean. Here, with the
hands fallen in on the flight deck, the Magnificent enters the Grand Harbor at Valetta, Malta's
capital city. (MAG-3271). '.

Admirals of three navies review the ship's company of HMCS Stadacona at ceremonial
divisions held on the pal'ade ground at the Halifax barracks. Tal<ing the salute is Vice-Admi\'al
Sir Richard V. Symonds-Tayler, Commander-in-Chief, America and v"est Indies;' at
his right is Rear-Admiral C. E. Olsen, USN, Commander Cruiser Division Two, and at his
left is Rear-Admiral E. R. Mainguy, Flag Officer Atlantic Coast. 'At the right of the reviewing
stand is Commodore A. M. Hope, Commodore RCN Barracks, Halifax.

women, harbor craft operators, com­
mUIiicators, general duty \Nrens, radio
technicians, radio technicians (air),
electrical technicians, electrical tech­
nicians (air) and for maintenance and
inspection duties in the ordnance
branch.

Smaller divisions are recruiting up
to 15 and the larger divisions up to 35.

Washington Establishment
Commissioned as "Niagara"

The naval section of the Canadian
Joint Staff at \Vashingtoil was com­
missioned September 7 as HMCS
Niagara, under the command of­
Commodore H. N. Lay, Naval Mem­
ber of the Canadian Joint Staff.

Niagara was commissioned as a
separate establishment mainly in
order to simplify accounting proce­
dures, this function having previously
been carried out from Naval Head­
quarters in Ottawa.

Present for the commissioning cere­
mony was Vice-Admiral H. T. W.
Grant, Chief of the Naval Staff, who
was in Washington to pay his first
call on Admiral \Nilliam Fechteler,
newly-appointed Chief of Naval Oper­
ations of the United States Navy.

.The name "Niagara" perpetuates
that of one of the seven ex-American
destroyers which were turned over
to Canada in the famous destroyers­
for-bases deal between Great Britain
and the United States in 1940. The
Niagara served for nearly four years
on North Atlantic escort duty, then
finished out the war as a training
shi}l at Halifax.

month intervals.
In the meantime, recruiting was

well under way for 500 women for
reserve training in the 21 naval
divisions. The recruiting drive began
September 17 and early indications
were that the divisions would not have
any difficulty in filling their quotas.
, The 'Wren reserves will attend
regular parades and will be trained as
storeswomen, pay and administrative
writers, medical assistants, naval air-

First Wrens Begin
Cornwallis T1'Oining

On October 2 the first group of
\Nrens to serve in the peacetime
Royal Canadian Navy arrived at
HMCS Cornwallis for a six-week
basic training course. The 25 were
the first of a total of 150 young women
being enrolled in the WRCN (R) for
full-time duty in naval radio stations.

Following their Cornwallis course,
the Wrens will go to HMC Naval
Radio Station Coverdale, near Monc­
ton, N.B., for technical training, on
the completion of which they take up
regular duties at the station.

The rest of the 150 will report to
Cornwallis in groups of 25 at one-

Cyr, the ship's medical officer. In
one of his operations, Surgeon Lieut.
Cyr removed a bullet which had
lodged a quarter of an inch above a
man's heart.

During the rest of the patrol, the
Cayuga ranged up and down the
coast, firing at gun emplacements,
troop concentL-ations, beached junks,
barracks and other targets, and carry­
ing out inshore blockade work.

In the latter part of the month the
destroyers were visited by Rear­
Admiral W. B. Creery, Flag Ofucer
Pacific Coast. Admiral Creery flew
to Japan and, besides visiting the
ships, conferred with senior ofucers of
the United Nations command.
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The traditional lanyard ceremony is performed at the graduation exercises held at Royal
Roads early in August. In this ceremony, the senior term cadets slow-march through the ranks
of the junior term cadets to have their lanyards ripped off, then counter-march at the quick to
emerge as full-fledged midshipmen. (E-16015).

a basic flying course at the RCAF
Station Centralia, Ont. On gradua­
tion, he will receive his pilot's wings
and commence advanced training
in naval aviation.

Born in Saskatoon, Sub-Lieut. Hull
spent three years in the Sea Cadets
and a year in the University Naval
Training" Division before enteril1g
the RCN as an Air Radio Mechanic
in October 194:6. He was promoted
to commissioned rank under the
scheme whereby men from the "lower
deck" may qualify for appointments
as pilots or observers in Naval
Aviation.

Royal Roads Graduates
Begin Ser1lice Careers

Sixteen graduates of the Canadian
Services College, Royal Roads, have
entered the Royal Canadian Navy as
midshipmen after completing their
second year of training.

This was the last occasion on
which Royal Roads cadets graduated
as midshipmen. In future, all but
some engineering cadets will spend
four years in Canadiail Services Col­
leges and, on graduation, will enter
the Service as acting sub-lieutenants.

Of the 16, 11 have entered the
executive branch and have been ap­
pointed to the Ontario for training.
The others are midshipmen (E) and
have gone to the United Kingdom
for professional training and courses.

The executive midshipmen are:
John M. Campbell, London, Ont.;
Lawrence A. Dzioba, Ridgeville,
Man.; Richard T. Hittesman, Win­
nipeg; John A. Alexander McKenzie,
Vancouver; Eric A. Makin, Edmon­
ton; V·/illiam T. Marchant, Darling­
ford, Man.; Geoffrey R. Meek,
Montreal; John M. Peers, Dartmouth,
N.S.; Arthur W. Rowse, New West­
minster; Joseph Sosnk:owski, Arundel,
P.Q., and Peter J. A. Traves, Toronto.

The midshipmen (E) are: Victor G..
Ernst, Halifax; Robert A. Gibbons,
Victoria; Roderick M. Houston,
Enderby, B.C.; Robert C. Orme Chil­
liwack, B.C., and Jerome M. Vivian,
Drumheller, Alberta.

Communicator (V) Class
Sets New Course Record

Communicator Visual 40 class com­
pleted training at the Communica­
tions School, Halifax, on July 26
and, in obtaining a class average
of 90.2 per cent, accomplished what
was considered almost impossible.

This was two marks better than the
former record, set by the preceding
class.

Ord. Sea. William E. Morfatt was
high man in the class with 94.1 per
cent. The standing reflects credit on
hoth the class and. the instructor,
PO Dick Johnston.

Supply School Staff
Sees Many Changes

Many changes have taken place
recently in instructor and staff per­
sonnel at the Supply School, HMCS
Naden. Commander (S) D. R. Dawson
has taken over as offlcer-in-charge
from Commander (S) P. H. Sinclair,
who has gone to Command Head­
quarters as secretary to the Flag
Officer Pacific Coast.

Lieut. (S) K. H. Doolittle has
joined the school's staff as assistant
training offlcerand Lieut. (S) O. E.
Bowie has relieved Commissioned
Stores Officer H. J. Stuart, who has
taken up an appointment in the
dockyard. Throughout the reserve
training season, Sub Lieutenants (S)
W. B. Stoddart and P. J. Plotkins
assisted with the training prognull
in the Supply School.

Other instructors who have recently

joined the school's staff include CPO
T. G. \VilIiams and PO W. R. Canham.
CPO VVilliams relieved CPO C. F.
Dickson, who commenced rehabilita­
tion leave early in August prior to
retiring on pension.

Ordinary Seamen Finish
Stoller Mechanic Course

Seven new entry ordinary seamen
recently completed eight weeks of
stoker mechanic training at the
Mechanical Training Establishment
at HMCS Naden.

The group included Ordinary Sea­
men Paul Samis, Ronald Collins,
Herbert Kingsberry, William Belle­
rose, Ralph Lehan, J. C. Chamberlin,
William Brown, Richard Pothier,
Jeffrey Linsey and Herbert Stevens.

CPO L. W. Smith Promoted
To Commissioned Rank

Chief Petty Offlcer Laurence W.
Smith, 34, of Dartmouth, N.S., has
been promoted to the rank of acting
commissioned radio ofiicer. He will
serve in the Electrical School in
HMCS Stadacona after leave and an
ofiicers' divisional course at Corn­
wallis.
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Joined at Same Time, Commissioned Together
Two chief petty officers whose careers in the RCN have been almost identical

have been promoted to commissioned rank.
They are Acting Commissioned Officers (Special Branch) Lawrence P. Mann,

of Victoria, and Donald W. Smith, of Greenwood, B.C., and Ottawa. Both are 30
years of age.

The two men entered the RCN as boy seamen on the same date - April 17, 1939.
They took their preliminary training, qualified as telegraphists and served in their
first ship, HMCS Prince Robert, together. " "

They went separate ways for most of the rest of the next five years but otherwise
their careers Were closely parallel. Since the war they have served in various naval
radio stations and, on obtaining the required qualifications, were promoted to com­
missioned rank at the same time. Following leave, they will go to Cornwallis for an
officers' divisional course.

Shown above are members of the 19th Petty Officers' Leadership Course to be held at HMCS
Cornwallis. Front row, left to right: POs C. Hainstock, ]. Wilson andR. C. Sallis (instructor);
Commissioned Bos'n W. H. Myers (course officer), and POs E. Peerless and L. Sims. Centre
row: POs E. Black, M. Arthurs, R. Sewell, A. Gobiel and G. ] ones. Rear row: POs E. Morley,
T. Skurdaskas, T. Robinson, ]. Singlehurst and W. Hopkins. On course but absent from the
photo is PO D. Murdoch. (DB.iOn-i).

New Commanding Officers
in Tecumseh, Queen'

The commanding' officers of two
prairie naval divisions, HM CS Te­
cumseh, Calgary, and HMCS Queen,
Regina, have retired and in both
cases have been succeeded by their
executive officers. , '

Ciptain Reginald Jackson has 're­
tired as commanding officer of Te·
cumseh, concluding a 38-year career
in the naval reserve. His successor is
Lieut.-Cdr. William F. Moreland,
formerly XO of the division.

Commander William W. Spicer,
commanding officer of Queen for
the past four years, has reverted to
the retired list of the RCN (R) and
has been slicceeded by Lieut.-Cdr.
Daniel F. Clark.

Lieut.-Cdr. Moreland served in the
RCNVR in the early '30's and re­
entered the Reserve as an ordinary
seamen, officer candidate, in June
1940. He went to the United Kingdom
for courses and on completing them
was promoted to sub-lieutenant.

He served for two years with the
Royal Navy, then spent six .,months
in the destroyer HMCS St. Francis.
From her he went to HMCS York,
Toronto, where he remained until
August 1945, when he was appointed
to the destroyer Qu'Appelle. De­
mobilized in October 1945, Lieut.­
Cdr. Moreland entered the Active
List of the RCN (R) at Tecumseh in
October 1949 and was appointed
executive officer of the division the
following April.

Page eight

Lieut.·Cdr. Clark entered the
RCNVR at Saskatoon in June 1941
as a probationary sub-lieutenant.
After training at Royal' Roads, he
served in various shore establish­
ments, qualified as an anti-submarine
specialist and went to sea in HMC
Ships Buctouche, Fredericton, Hamil­
tOll, Coppercliff and Loch Morlich.

He entered the Active List of the
RCN(R) at Saskatoon in January
1947 and transferred from Unicorn
to Queen when his civilian occupation
took him to Regina. He became
executive officer of Queen in Novem­
ber19S0.

TAS Course Graduates
Take up New Duties

Members of a petty officers' torpedo
detector class which completed a
course at the T AS Training Centre,

Esqtiimalt, have taken IIp duties
in various ships and establishments
in the Pacific Command.

POs Dennis Mann and F. R.
Andrews remained on the school's
staff while the remainder were drafted
as follows: PO Frank Grant to HMCS
Athabaskan; PO Richard Eldridge
to HMCS Cayuga; PO R. S. Davis
to HMCS Sioux and PO C. P.
MacQueen to HMCS Discovery.

Two Able Seamen Lost
on Japan-Bound Plane

Two members of the communica­
tions branch of the RCN became
indirect casualties of the Korean
war when an aircraft in which they
were travelling to the Far East
disappeared without trace while flying
from McChord Field, Wash., to
Anchorage, Alaska, in July.

The men were Able Seamen Robert
J. Moore, 21, of Yarmouth, N.S., and
Pennfield Ridge, N.B., and Frank
R. Laker, 20, of Winnipeg. They
had been drafted to the Sioux for
visual communications duties and
were proceeding via the airlift to
join her in the Far East.

AB Moore entered the RCN at
Saint John in April 1949 and went
to Cornwallis for training. His first
ship was the Magnificent and from
her he went to Stadacona for a course
in the Communications School. AB
Laker, who had entered the Navy
two months later and had gone from
Cornwallis to the Ontario; was enrolled
in the same course.

On leaving the school, the two
men were drafted to the Ontario in
February of this year, just in time
to take part in her Australasian
cruise. Shortly after the Ontario's
return, they came ashore for leave
prior to reporting to McChord Field
for air passage to Japan. AB Laker
was married, while on leave in Winni­
peg.





Cock-of-the-Walk

Runter Scores Again
Shooting Team.s Help Windsor

Division Repea t 1949
Regatta Victory

The Cock-of-the-Walk trophy, premier award at the Great Lakes Naval Regatta, is presented
to Orc!. Sea. Robert Bondy of HMCS Hunter's winning team by Vice-Admiral H. T. W. Grant,
Chief of the Naval Staff. (Photo by Newton, Ottawa).
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'FOR the second time in three years,
HMCS Hunter, the Windsor,

Ontario, naval division, won the Cock­
of-the-Walk trophy in the Great
Lakes Naval Regatta. The three-day
event was held over the Labor Day

·weekend at Ottawa, with HMCS
Carleton as host.

Hunter's team racked up a winning
total of 51 points in the various
events. Carleton was second with 42
points and HMCS York, Toronto,
fiI}ished third, 15 points astern of the.
wmners.

Ten teams of 20 competitors each
took part in the regatta and con­
stituted the largest entry since its in­
ception .three years ago in Toronto.
Every division from Quebec City to
Winnipeg was represented.

Coinciding with the regatta was the
historic visit to Dow's Lake of five
Fairmile patrol craft comprising Task

Group 211.1, under the command of
Commander F. R. K. Naftel, com­
manding officer of HMCS Prevost,
London, and Reserve Training Com­
mander, Great Lakes. The craft
journeyed to Ottawa via the Rideau

.canal system, marking the first time
warships had navigated this man-
linked waterway since its construction
some 120 years ago.

The patrol craft were tied up along­
side the Federal District Commission
Driveway near Carleton, adding
greatly to the naval atmosphere of the
regatta as well as providing sleeping
quarters for the competing teams.

Windsor, London and Port Arthur
teams arrived after the first heats of
the regatta were under way Saturday
morning, due to late trains. In the
early stages Carleton, York and
Cataraqui made promising showings
but on Sunday Hunter's rifle and

pistol teams picked up 18 points at
the Hull Armouries and this gave the
Windsor squad a comfortable first­
place margin which it held through­
out the rest of the regatta.

Carleton, on the other hand, ex­
celled in most. of the events on the
water but her. rifle and pistol teams
failed to bring in any points.

The limited confines of Dow's Lake
kept the sailing courses tight but,
from a spectator's point of view, this
was all for the good. The weatherman
obliged with excellent weather on the
first day but followed on Sunday and
Monday with occasional showers and
cloudiness. Monday afternoon saw the
largest attendance of the regatta and,
with Carleton making a stubborn bid
for a Cock-of-the-Walk finish, en­
th usiasm ran high to the finish of the
last whaler pulling race.

The most exciting race of the entire
regatta was the open whaler pulling
final. Entering the last quarter of this
race, York's boat was well in the lead,
but a Hunter crew which had been
juggling for second, place with Mont­
calm's boat surged ahead to overtake
York and cross the finish line first by
less than an oar's length.

York protested, however, that the
overtaking boat had touched oars
with them, causiFlg them to drop an
oar seconds before crossing the finish
line. The protest was upheld and
Hunter was declared to have finished
second. Hunter appealed and the
matter was brought before the regatta
protest committee, which interviewed
both coxswains and finally disquali­
fied Hunter, giving' Montcalm a
second and moving the Griffon boat up
from fourth to third place. Happily,
this result did not injure Hunter's
chances of winning theCock-of-the­
Walk.

At the conclusion of the regatta
events; Captain A. G. Boulton,
Director of Naval Reserves, intro­
duced Vice-Admiral H. T. W. Grant,
Chief of the Naval Staff, who pre­
sented trophies and prizes to the
respective. winners and congratulated
all participants on their enthusiasm
and generally fine display.



From a spectator's point of view, Dow's Lake was an ideal spot on which to hold the regatta,
as the events on the water could be watched from any point on the shore. This photo, taken
from the east side of the lake, shows the start of one of the war canoe races. (0-2021-9).

Members of HMCS Hunter's team pose with the Cock-of-the-Walk and pistol and rifle
shooting trophies they won at the Great Lakes Naval Regatta held on Dow's Lake, Ottawa,
over the Labor Day weekend. Front row, left to right, are: PO Ked Lewis, AB William McGuire
Ord. Sea. Robert Bondy, Ldg. Sea. Alfred Gay, AB Bertram Weisz, Ldg. Sea. Fred Farrell and
Ldg. Sea. Richard Shelton. Rear row: Lieut.-Celr. Craig Bishop, Lieut. (SB) R. M. Pearson
Lieut. Edc Neill, Lieut. Maurice Harbroe, Lieut. W. ]. Waldron, Lieut. P. J. Ryall, Sub-Lieut:
E. G. Lee, Lieut. (S) John Sutherland and Lieut. (E) A. B. Harris. Missing frOl11 the photo are
Lieut. T. A. TarletOli, team captain; CPOs John Scholes and Arthur Hatchardj PO Alfred
Ridgewell, and Leading Seamen Willia.m.Bear and Charles Bondy. (0-2021-1).

follows:

Whaler Pulling (officers)-l Carleton;
2 Hunter.

Whaler Pulling (men) - 1 York; 2
Griffon.

Whaler Pulling (open) - 1 York; 2
Montcalm.

Whaler sailing (officers) - 1 Carleton;
2 Cataraqui. ,.

Whaler sailing (men) - 1 Griffon; 2
York.

Whaler sailing (open) - 1 Carleton;
2 Hunter.

Dinghy sailing (officers) - 1 Donna­
cona; 2 Carleton.

Dinghy sailing (men) - 1 Star; 2
York.

Dinghy sailing (open) - 1 Donna­
cona; 2 Carleton..

Pistol shooting-l Hunter; 2 Prevost;
.22 Rifle Shooting - 1 Hunter; 2

Montcalm.
War Canoe - 1 Cataraqui; 2 Don­

nacona.
Tug-of-War, Griff on. Runner-up,

Chippawa.

FINAL STANDING
1. HMCS Hunter, Windsor. Sl
2. HMCS Carleton, Ottawa .42
3. HMCSYork, Toronto 36
4. HMCS Griffon, Port Arthur 32
S. HMCS Donnacona, Montreal. .31
6. HMCS Cataraqui, Kingston 24
7. HMCS Star, Hamilton 22
8. HMCS Chippawa, Winnipeg 20
9. HMCS Montcalm, Quebec 16

10. HMCS Prevost, London 7

official score-keeper for the regatta,
maintained a scoreboard which en­
abled spectators and competitors to
follow the progress of the various
teams . . . Among the rooters for the
Windsor team was Mr. Paul Martin,
Minister of National Health and
Welfare ... Miss Charlotte Whitton,
acting mayor of Ottawa, attended the
prize-giving ceremony and welcomed
the regatta teams to the capital city.

Results of the various events, on
the basis of final point totals, were as

Regatta Champs Flown
Home by RCAF

HMCS Hunter's team narrowly
missed being present to receive from
Vice-Admiral H. T. W. Grant the
Cock-of-the-Vvalk trophy won by the
Windsor sailors at the Great Lakes
Naval Regatta. The RCAF, however,
saved the day.

Hunter's team was due to leave
Ottawa by train at 3:30 Monday after­
noon, the last day of the regatta,
which meant: they would miss the
presentation of prizes. But when it
looked as though they might win the
championship trophy a hurried call was
put through to RCAF Station Rock­
cliffe asking if an aircraft could be laid
on to take the team to Windsor later in
the day. .

The Air Force obliged and the Cock­
of-the-Walk winners were able to at­
tend the prize-giving, with plenty of
time to spare. They flew out of Ottawa
early that evening and were home two
hours later.

A dance Saturday night on the drill
deck of Carleton highlighted the social
side of the regatta. In many cases
wives had accompanied members of
the teams to Ottawa and for those who
were solo, hostesses were provided by
Carleton ... A continuous flow of
loud-speaker commentary by Sub­
Lieut. Marcel Joyal kept the specta­
tors abreast of what was taking place
and helped to maintain interest at a
high level ... The regatta was well
organized and went off without a
hitch, with bouquets in this con­
nection going to Lieut.-Cdr. W. P.
Chipman and Liwt. G. F. Clarke.

Commander (S) S. F. Conquer,
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The Royal Canadian ··Navy
A Brief Outline of Its Past,

Its Present, and
Its Future

A Sea Fury of 871 Squadron catches an arrester wire in landing on the flight deck of the
Magnificent clUl'ing flying exercises in which the aircraft of 30 Carrier Air group spent 1,016
holll's in the air in the month of August - a new record in the RCN. (MAG-3Z56).
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On the preceding two pages is a
pictorial concept of the Royal Canadian
Navy, 1951. It was felt, however, that
the picture would not be complete without
a verbal summar'), of our Navy's history,
achievements and purpose.

Exactly what was needed came to
hand in the form of an address given

.. by Commodore H. F. Pullen over the
A ustralian Broadcasting Commission's
national network program, "Guest of
Honour," during HlYICS Ontario's
visit to the island continent last spring.

ThoiW,h it was directed to an A ustra­
lian audience, we think it possible that
Commodore Pullen's address will
freshen, if not broaden, the knowledge
of many of his fellow-countrymen of
Canadian naval affairs. - The Editors.

lIr ADIESAND GENTLEMEN,
JIL9 I would like to say "Thank You"
to the Government of the Common­
wealth of Australia for the invitation
to visit our sister Dominion during
her Jubilee Year, and also to express
my own deep appreciation, and that

of my ship's company, for the extra­
ordinarily kind welcome we have
received ...

Since we have been alongside, we
have listened to some very interesting
discussions about this ship of ours.
The other day, 'an argument developed
on the jetty as to what the "C"
stood .for in HMCS. We are His
Majesty's Canadian Ship "Ontario"
and I thought you might like to know
a little bit about this Canadian Navy,
how it started, what it has done, and
what it is trying to do.

We like to think of our beginning
as going back to the early history of
Canada, when a force known as the
Provincial Marine was formed on the
Great Lakes and took part in the war
against the United States in 1812.
The first steps toward the establish­
ment of our present service were
taken in 1905, when the Canadian
Government took over the dockyards
oJ Esquimalt and Halifax when the
Imperial Forces were withdrawn. In
1910, an Act of Parliament was passed

which provided for a Naval Service
and a Naval College.

During the First World War,
Canada's effort was chiefly on land,
but a modest naval effort was made
in which Canadian officers and men
served in the Royal Navy and in
our own Canadian ships. After the
war, the ·Navy was reorganized and
during the next few years suffered
considerablv from lack of funds.
Finally, by 1922, we had almost
ceased to exist.

However, in the years between the
wars, there was a continuous struggle
to maintain and expand the Service
and it was a maximum effort achieved
with limited resources. \Ve started the
Royal Canadian Naval Reserve,which
was manned by those people who
go to sea for a living. The Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
was also established in most of the
principal cities across Canada. In
1939, when Their Majesties the King
and Queen visited Canada, the Royal
Canadian Navy consisted of six
relatively modern destroyers and four
minesweepers. When war broke out,
the naval· forces were, of course,
mobilized. The total personnel avail­
able amounted to something less
than 3,400 officers and men, of which
the Royal Canadian Navy, that is,
the permanent force, mustered 131
officers and 1,643 men. And with
that force we went to war.

Now, . in the Service, all His
Majesty's Ships, except if they are
in dockyard hands, are at four hours'
notice. As we say, four hours' notice
for anything, and it is with some pride
I tell vou that when two of our
destroyers were ordered from Van­
couver on the west coast of Canada
to Halifax on the east coast at the end
of August 1939, they left harbour
just two hours and 48 minutes after
receiving their instructions. They
made their passage by way of the
Panama Canal, a distance of about
6,300 miles, in just under 15 days,
and we believe that to be something
of a record.

While we started the war with
little more than a "Corporal's Guard,"
by 1944 the Service had expanded to a
force nearly 100,000 strong, including























"Maggie to Charlie, Maggie to Charlie - Secu,re wen,t 10 minutes ago . ..
are too late . .. We are now playing deck hockey. Over."

-----_...... -
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-------
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The Navy started the season with a
powerful aggregation but wound up
with a scratch squad that was knocked
out of the playoffs in two straight
games by B.C. Forest Products. In
spite of this reverse, special mention
is due CPO Frank Elston, manager,
and CPO Vic Dovey, coach, for field­
ing a team for every game, even
though they had to dig deep into the
barrel.

Supply School Squads
Well u,p in Sports

The Supply School's "A" and
"B'" teams completed the Naden
inter-part softball schedule with a
record of six wins, one tie and two
losses apiece.

The school's teams also made a
good showing in the inter-part tabloid
track and field meet, the "A" and
"B" squads placing second and third,
respectively. Ord. Sea. R. A. Butler
captained "A" team while Ord. Sea. J.
H. Jacob was skipper of "B" team.
Points gathered in the track and field
meet and the softball count toward
the Cock-of-the-Barracks Trophy.

played in intermittent rain, was an
all-day affair.

In tennis, the USN team defeated
HMS Superb, who previously had
outscored the RCN. In softball, it
was a Canadian victory over the
Americans, with the RCN teams
copping four games and the USN two.

Boat Combs Pacific,
Recovers Lost Wallet

The Pacific is a generous and kindly
ocean, thinks Petty Officer Rupert
Padgett, of HMCS Crusader.

Petty Officer Padgett was a member
of the war canoe crew which clinched
the cock-of-the-walk for the Crusader
in competition with the other two
ships of the Pacific Training Force, the
Beacon Hill and Antigonish, during a
cruise to Pearl Harbor this summer.

At the conclusion the race and in the
midst of the cheering, 'PO Padgett
discovered that his wallet was missing
from his back pocket. It wasn't in the
boat, and the only conclusion was
that it had fallen in the sea.

The boat's crew disdained an offer
of a motor cutter tow to the ship,
voting instead to row back over the
course in search of the wallet, slim
though the chances were of finding it.
But it was sighted just before they
reached the starting line and the cox­
swain of the boat, Lieut. G. M.
deRosneroll, dived in and recovered it.

It was a victorious day for the
Crusader and a fortunate one for
Padgett.

In soccer theRN and RCN each won
two' games and tied one.

The entire sports program was
organized by Lieut. F. C. Pettit,
officer-in-charge of the P and RT
School at Stadacona, and his staff of
instructors.

Brunswicker Takes
City Soccer Title

HMCS Brunswicker's soccer team
has had an active season in competi­
tion with city and provincial squads
and with teams from ships visiting
Saint John. While not always on the
winning end, the Navy eleven has
played consistently well.

In the provincial playdowns, Bruns­
wicker bowed out in the semi-finals
to an experienced Moncton team
but not before making a close battle
of it. The team then engaged in a
series with the Saint J 01111 Dry Dock
squad for the city and district title,
and after playing to a draw in three
conseGutive games, finally squeezed
out a 3-2 win. Captain of the team is
PO Sid Smith. - R.S.M.

Navy Softball Team
Ousted in Playoffs

After leading the Victoria City
League most of the season the Navy's
senior "B" softball team was hit hard
in July by drafting requirements and
fell back to second place in the final
standings.

I
I f
I

Ldg. Sea. Norman McClelland, of Victoria,
displays a 16-pound salmon he hooked at
Mayne Bay, B.C., during HMCS Ontario's
visit there in the course of a training cruise.
(OC-791).
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Four Sea Cadets from Alberta Cities and Cubs from Alert Bay, B.C., are shown around
the cruil,er Ontario by PO H. Hill while the ship was at Alert Bay in the course of a training
cruise. (OC,834).

WINNIPEG CORPS WINS
. SEA CADET TROPHY

The Navy League of Canada's
General Proficiency Trophy for 1951
has been awarded to the Winnipeg
Sea Cadet Corps, RCSCC John
Travers Cornwell, Vc. Runners up
for the trophy were corps at Bridge­
water, N.S. (Niobe) and Weston,
Ontario (Illustrious), who tied for
second place.

In recognition of the fact that the
corps under his command won the
proficiency trophy, Lieut.-Cdr. George
Kuhn, RCSC, commanding officer of
RCSCC John Travers Cornwell, VC,
was awarded the Nadonal Council's
Ofiicer's Sword Trophy.

EIGHT SEA CADETS
RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS

The scholarship committee of the
Navy League of Canada announced
August 24 the names of eight sea
cadets who have been awarded scholar­
ships for entry to the Canadian
Services Colleges as naval cadets for
the year 1951.

They include: Walter Suttie of
RCSCC Chebogue, Yarmouth, N.S. i
Peter Baker, RCSCC Renown, St.
Catharines, ant.; Robert D. Detwiler,
RCSCC Courageous, London, ant.;
Peter Kouri, RCSCC Quinte, Belle­
ville, Ont.; John Harwood, RCSSC
Lion, Hamilton, ant. i Gordon F.
Smith, RCSCC Royal Oak, Stratford,
ant., and Douglas J. Bowie and
Robert Yanow, both of RCSCC Jervis
Bay, Saskatoon.

Cadets Suttie and Kouri have
entered Royal Military College and

the others have enrolled at Royal
Roads.

Awarded by the Navy League of
Canada for several years, the scholar­
ships cover the first year's tuition fees
and uniforms and are valued at ap­
proximately $600. Candidates are re­
ported to the scholarship committee
by the various sea cadet divisions or
branches of the Navy League and the
awards are based on the information
received. . .

In addition to scholarships to the
Canadian Services Colleges, the Navy
Leagueawards UNTD scholarships an­
nually to sea cadets and ex-sea cadets.

Alice, Cayug,a's Mascot,
Has Canine Companion

Alice, canine mascot of HMCS
Cayuga, veteran of the Korean war and
holder of the rating of petty officer,
second class, RCN, has a companion,
albeit a very small one. .

The new arrival goes by the name of
"Stokes", in honor of the engine room
department. Of uncertain ancestry but
full of the joys of puppyhood, young
Stokes has endeared himself both to
Alice and to the rest of the ship's
company.

He has no rate, for he has not as yet
seen six months in the world, let alone
in the Service.

Stokes joined the ship at a U.S. naval
baEe in Japan, under sponsorship of
AB J. S. Duff, of Winnipeg, who,
along with Alice, took the newcomer in
hand for his new entry training. Now he
takes well to ElIch things as the roll of
the ship or the crashing of the guns.

Incidentally, popular though young
Stokes is, the powers that be have
decreed that no more pets s'hall be
added to the ship's complement.

INSPIRAliON
(Written on reading the July issue of
the Crowsnest)

What maketh the Navy man to fight?
What cheereth his soul in the dead

0' night?
What saved the cruiser's mascot,

drowning?
A verse, misquoted, from Robert

Browning?
No. Lordly; Alliston and Moss; .
Brander; Commander Oake, and Ross,
Whose stirring verse and jaunty

rhyme
Were found in The Crowsnest (price:

one dime.)
For Surgeon Oake's inspired pen,
Out-scalpeled his scalpeled sailor

men.
And I know Ross (the precocious

stripling)
HE cribs his metre from Rudyard

Kipling.
All these (and others we have noted)
Have left Will Shakespeare quite

unquoted.
When our foe in the future meets

reverses,
Credit Action Stations-and

sprightly verses.

* * * * *

But July's poems were left unread,
I had stopped at page twenty-one

instead.
Oh! Balmoral bonnet and crowning

curl!
And bewitching smile of a pretty girl.

"THE COLONEL"

NAVAL PLANES ASSIST
IN CELEBRATIONS

Navy fliers from HMCS Shear­
water put on an impressive air display
for the Dartmouth Natal Day cele­
brations this summer. In the morning,
Sea Furies and Avengers flew close
formation aerobatics over the town
and in the evening they returned to
attack a mock submarine in Lake
Eannok, near Dartmouth.

During the morning show, the
planes dropped leaflets wishing Dart­
mouth "A Happy 201st Birthday". 1£1
the evening they dropped sandbags on
their target while the dummy sub
sent up flares and smoke to heighten
the realism of the demonstration.
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