











submarine operations, and throughout
the cruise the ships and aircraft will
carry out exercises and manoeuvres
whenever circumstances permit.

In addition, in paying formal calls
to eight European nations, seven of
which are signatories to the North
Atlantic Treaty, the RCN squadron
will perform a diplomatic mission
expected to cement still further the
relations between Canada and those
countries.

A Busy Summer

Activity reached a high peak on the
two coasts during July.

At Esquimalt, dockyard and other
staffs worked overtime and at top
speed in order to have the three
destroyers ready to sail on schedule
July 5. They were completely success-
ful and, promptly at the appointed
hour, the “Cayuga’, “Sioux" and
“Athabaskan’ slipped and proceeded
to sea.

After accompanying the destroyers
for the first 48 hours of their journey,
the “Ontario’’ turned back towards
home and carried on with her sea
training program.

The two Pacific Coast training
frigates, “Antigonish"” and ‘‘Beacon
Hill”, made a series of cruises to
Bedwell Harbor before sailing July 24
for another visit to the popular port of
Portland, Oregon,

Manned largely by reserve person-
nel, the Victoria naval division’s
training ship, HMCS “Sault Ste.
Marie”, made her big cruise of the
season during July. Leaving Esqui-
malt June 30, she went as far south as
San Diego and called also at San
Pedro and San Francisco before
returning home on the 16th.

At Halifax, the three ships of the
Special Service Squadron were in port
for leave periods and preparations for
the European cruise.

The {rigates ‘‘L.a Hulloise” and
“Swansea’’, like their opposite num-
bers on the West Coast, were busily
occupied with training cruises for
cadets and reserves. In late June,
“Ta Hulloise’’ got a taste of winter
when she sailed north to Station Baker
at the entrance to Davis Strait, to
deliver mail and supplies to the
weather ship “‘St. Stephen”. Icebergs
and chill breezes made it seem more
like March than June.

Later ‘'La Hulloise'' made a rendez-
vous with the ‘“‘Swansea’ and the two
ships proceeded to St. John’s, Nfld.,
where they participated in New-
foundland Day celebrations. During
July the training frigates sailed to-
gether on cruises that took them to
Pictou, N.S., Murray Bay, Que.,

Mail For Destroyers

Arrangements have been made to
forward mail to personnel serving in
the destroyers “‘Cayuga,” "‘Sioux’’ and
“Athabaskan,” wherever their duties
may take them.

Personal mail for officers and men
serving in the three ships should he
addressed in the following manner:

1, Rank or rating

2. Name and official number

3, HMCS (Name of ship)

4, ¢/o HMC Dockyard, Esquimalt;,
Victoria, B.C.

From Esquimalt the mail will be
sent onward by the IFleet Mail Office,

Shelburne, N.S., Bar Harbor, Maine,
St. Mary's Bay, N.S.,, and Saint
John, N.B.

The wooden minesweeper “Llewel-
lyn”, training vessel attached to the
Halifax naval division, HMCS
“Scotian’’, put to sea July 4 on a nine-
day cruise that would take her to
ports in Newloundland, Quebec and
Nova Scotia.

On July 3 the “'St. Stephen’ arrived
in Halifax, completing her final tour of
duty as a North Atlantic weather
reporting ship. Fourteen days later
she sailed for Esquimalt, to be turned
over there in mid-August to the
Department of Transport.

On the Great Lakes, the Algerine
minesweeper ‘‘Portage’” was slowly
working her way eastward as she car-
ried out a training program begun at
Port Arthur early in July. Between
the 12th and 24th, she was scheduled
to stop successively at Goderich,
Midland, Sarnia and Windsor.

“The Far Distant Ships’’

“The Far Distant Ships,” the offi-
cial account of Canadian naval opera-
tions in the Second World War, made
its appearance in bookstores across
Canada early this summer and was
greeted with unanimous praise by the
critics.

The term “official” might suggest
that the book is written in the dry,
ponderous form usually associated
with official documents. “The Far
Distant Ships’’ is anything but that.
The author, Lieut.-Cdr. (SB) Joseph
Schull, RCN(R), Ret'd., has pro-
duced a volume rich in all those
qualities that go into the making of a
good book —in this case a distin-
guished one.

Lieut.-Cdr. Schull writes with
dignity and restraint, letting the men,
the ships and the events tell their own
dramatic story. In easy, fluent style,
he traces the fortunes of the Royal
Canadian Navy from September-1939

through to the demobilization days of
1945,

In so doing he establishes a per-
spective in  which the extent of
Canada’s naval effort may be viewed,
for the first time, in its entirety. Even
to those most closely involved with
the direction of this effort and most
closely acquainted with the over-all
picture, this first complete account
of Canada's naval operations must
come as a revelation,

The thousands of men and women
who served in the naval forces of
Canada during the war wrote a not-
able page in our nation’s history.
“The Far Distant Ships’ ensures that
the traditions they established will

not be {orgotten.

Guests of the Navy

Ten young Canadians, five boys
and five girls, have returned to their
homes after spending a week as guests
of the Royal Canadian Navy. They
were provincial winners in the Navy
League of Canada's National Essay
Contest and, besides winning medals,
were awarded a week's visit to the
Fleet. Most of them were accompanied
by their school priticipals or teachers
and the rest by their parents.

Seven of the students, four girls and
three boys, visited the ships and
establishments of the Atlantic Com-
mand between July 9 and 16, while
two boys and a girl spent their time at
Esquimalt from July 10 to 15.

On the East Coast the visitors were
conducted on inspection tours of the
RCN Air station at Dartmouth, the
new entry training establishment,
H.M.C.S. “Cornwallis,” the naval
dockyard, technical training schools
and the ships in harbor at Halifax. In
addition there were special functions
arranged for their entertainment by
the Navy League and the RCN.

Similar activities took place on the
West Coast.

At both Halifax and Esquimalt ar-
rangements were made for the visitors
to spend a day at sea in a Canadian
warship.

“Astute’ Goes Home

HM Submarine ‘“Astute’”, com-
pleting all 11-week period of training
with Canadian naval and air forces,
sailed from Halifax on July 7 for the
United Kingdom.

The “Astute”, latest in a series of
British submarines loaned to Canada
for anti-submarine training, exercised
with ships and planes of the Atlantic
Command and aircraft from the
RCAF’s Maritime Operational Train-
ing Unit at Greenwood, N.S., during
her stay on the East Coast.
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Comrades in Arms

Would-Be Warriors

Although one of the chief require-
ments {or enlistment in the Canadian
Forces is that the applicant be a
Canadian citizen or a British subject
resident in Canada, hundreds of
applications {rom all parts of the
world are received at National De-
fence Headquarters in Ottawa every
year,

During the past six months, there
have heen applications from nearly
all of the 48 states in the USA,
many from the United Kingdom, and
others from South Africa, New Zea-
land, the British West Indies, India,
Belgium and Venezuela. In addition,
many Polish and other foreign im-
migrants to Canada have applied for
service.

While the majority of the applica-
tions are written in either English or
French, letters in German, Russian
and other languages are by no means
uncommon. The applicants represent
all classes of society and list many and
various skills and qualifications as
reasons why they should be accepted.

The Army has received some in-
teresting letters requesting entry.

One man, a restaurant owner in
Indiana, said he'd like to join as a
mess sergeant and wrote his applica-
tion on the back of one of his menus.

In one of the many: applications
from Polish immigrants now living
in Canada, the writer stated that
he had 14 vyears’ service with the
Polish forces, was a university
graduate, as well as a graduate of a
military academy at which he had
obtained his commission. He had
been taken prisoner by the Russians
in 1939,

Still another was from a regular
one-man United Nations Organiza-
tion. He was an Irish merchant
seaman whose home was in Greenland
and who served with the British
Army during the Second World War.
He gave his postal address as:
c/o The Postmaster, New York City.

Applications vary in length from
the terse, ‘‘please tell me how I can
join . . . . 7" to bulky manuscripts
listing qualifications, previous military
service and, in some cases, advice.
One, written in Russian, {from a man
now living in Alberta, was five pages
long and, for the most part, dealt

with his criticisms and suggestions
for the defence of Canada. One point
he made was that some Americans
and Canadians who had lived in
democracies all their lives were sus-
ceptible to communist propaganda.
He cited as examples the Canadian
spy trials, Alger Hiss and Dr, Fuchs.
But, he added emphatically, any-
body who comes {rom Russia or any
other communist country would be
100 per cent loyal. To Canada, that is.

The payofl letter, however, was
not from a foreigner but from a
native Canadian who wanted to
enlist as a recruiting sergeant. He
said that was his job during the
First World War and he wanted to
do it again until he was old enough
to draw the old age pension at 70.
He gave his age as 68.

THE RCAF

Popular Slaughter

Although most people do not realize
it, the Air Force is conducting a deadly
war across Canada from the air and
inflicting millions of casualties. Just
as in an actual combat situations,
things have gone from “‘cold’’ to “‘hot."”
With the coming of the warm moist
days of Spring, a specially equipped
RCAF Dakota aircraft started carry-
ing out low level spraying attacks
against insects and their larvae in
operations that will take it to such
widespread spots as Goose Bay,
Labrador, and Whitehorse, Yukon
Territory.

The project is a joint effort in
which the Defence Research Board

Naval Airmen Help
Army Recruiting Drive

The Navy provided the Army with
air support of an unusual nature at
Halifax in mid-May.

When the 36th Heavy Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery
(Reserve), launched a local recruiting
drive, it enlisted the aid of the RCN
Air Station, at Dartmouth, which
obliged by having naval pilots drop
recruiting leaflets while on routine
training {flights over the Greater
Halifax area.

Subsequent enlistments in the Re-
serve Army unit reached a record
total.

and the Department of Agriculture
are working with the RCATF in
experiments to control the breeding
of flood-water mosquitoes and other
insects.

The big Air Force Dakota, flying
about 150 feet above the ground,
carries a 2000-pound load of insectide
which is sprayed in strips across areas
polluted by mosquitoes and their
larvae. The aircraft flies along parallel
lines 150 yards apart spraying a finely
atomized mixture of about one third
of a pound of DDT to one gallon of
fuel oil. One gallon of the mixture
will adequately spray over one acre of
land or water. The DDT remains
active for many weeks. Ground sur-
veys of recent spraying along the
marshes of the Ottawa River indicated
that a dose of about one-third of a
pound of DDT per acre used in the
mixture killed more than ninety per
cent of the larvae which might have
hatched in the two or three weeks
following the spraying.

According to Dr. C. R. Twinn, of
the Division of Entomology, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, as little as one-
fiftieth of a pound of DDT per acre
can be effective. Over 2,500 gallons of
the fuel o0il-DDT mixture were
dumped on about 2,400 acres of
swamp land near Canada’s capital.

Dr. A. W. A. Brown, of the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario, directs the
spraying operations in the field as the
experiments move across Canada. Dr.
Brown, an enthusiastic bug-hunter,
said it was hoped that the experiments
would produce new methods in agri-
cultural and household insect control.
The Air Force instigated research
into this new field of warfare prim-
arily for use in operations of the
Armed Forces in the Northwest
Territories and the Arctic, where
mosquitoes and carnivorous flies pre-
sent a major problem.

“Operation Airspray” will touch
such bases as Fort St. John and Fort
Nelson, B.C., Watson Lake and White-
horse, Yukon Territory, Norman Wells
NWT., and Churchill, Man. The team
ol airmen and scientists will wind up
the summer campaign against Can-
ada’s insects at Goose Bay, Labrador,
with experiments in the use of special
aerosol sprays fitted to the aircraft
engine exhausts,
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